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Editor’s Note 


This book deals with the bloody struggle of the 
south Korean people who are fighting by the sacrifice 
of their lives against the frantic repression and dic- 
tatorship of the traitor Chon Du Hwan who is 
dragging the crisis-ridden military fascist rule of south 
Korea into a bottomless pit and for the democrati- 
zation of society and independent reunification of the 
country. 

Contained in the book are some of the ‘“‘Letters from 
South Korea” carried in the Japanese political review 
“Sekai” from September 1985 to February 1986. 


February 1987 
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THE DEEPENING CRISIS 


July 15, 1985. 


WHAT DOES THE CASE OF THE TAEU 
APPAREL COMPANY SHOW? 


On June 29 newspapers reported about the sit-in inci- 
dent begun on June 24 under the headings “Students Were 
Attacked with Clubs When They Sided with the Workers,” 
“Many Injuries after 10 Hours’ Sit-in,”’ “A New Aspect of 
Labour-Management Dispute” and “The Police Arrests 
and Interrogates 40 Workers and Students.” Like this, the 
government-controlled newspapers described the situa- 
tion as though the workers’ resistance in the Taeu 
Apparel Company incident was crushed by the brute 
force of the authorities. 

An answer to this question was provided by the de- 
tailed report “Overall News about the Struggle of Soli- 
darity with the Workers Who Fight against the Suppres- 
sion of the Labour Union of the Taeu Apparel Company” 
prepared jointly by the organizations of the democratic 
civil rights movement. 

In the case of the Taeu Apparel Company, the union 
won the struggle for higher wages in April and_ the 
factory is now in normal operation. Nevertheless, the pro- 
secution apprehended three union leaders including its 
chairman on June 22. In this situation, over 300 unionists 
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went on a strike under the slogans “Set free the union 
leaders!” and “Stop the suppression of democratic 
unions!” and staged a sit-in. Then the workers of the 
Karigi Electronics Factory of the Hyosong Corporation 
and the Sonil Textile Mill went on a solidarity strike. 
After that, the workers of the Namsong Electric Company 
and the Puhung Corporation, too, joined the solidarity 
Strike. They put up the slogan ‘200,000 workers of the 
Kuro Industrial Estate, rise in an all-out struggle!” More 
than 2,000 workers staged strikes in all factories. 

The managements took steps to prevent the supply of 
food to the strikers and cut off water and_ electricity 
supply. Democratic movement organizations staged a sit- 
in in support of the workers’ struggle. Thirty-six workers 
of the Hyosong Corporation started a sit-down struggle 
in the office of the President of the New Democratic 
Party. When they were dispersed by force, over 100 
workers occupied the céntral office of the Labour 
Ministry and demanded an interview with the Labour 
Minister. New Democrats in the National Assembly 
visited the Taeu Apparel Company, but they were out- 
raged by gangsters paid by the company. When over 20 
Seoul University students entered the building where the 
workers were staging a sit-in, With bread, salt and medi- 
cal supplies for the workers at 8 o’clock in the nicrriing 
of June 29, gangsters carrying clubs and iron pipes 
attacked the workers who were lying weak from hunger 
in the six days’ struggle. Owing to this act of violence, 
seven workers were heavily wounded and carried off to 
hospital. 

The number of sacked workers is 372 including the 
200 of the Taeu Apparel Company. Needless to say, not 
a single gangster has been arrested or walked off to the 
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police station. The number of detained workers is 61, 
including the seven Seoul University students who went 
to the scene of the sit-in at the Taeu Apparel Company to 
hand over food to the strikers. 

This was an incident which made it blatantly clear 
how the Chon Du Hwan clique is going to deal with the 
labour movement in future. Their position is to destroy 
all democratic labour movements within enterprises and 
iactories. And the authorities and the managements of 
corporations acting in collusion wreck the democratic 
labour movement. by employing thugs and then describe 
it as a result of conflicts between the unionists and non- 
unionists within the enterprises. This is their tactics. They 
want in this way to establish the violent predominance of 
the paid labour unions. But as the workers expressed 
solidarity this time, though partially, they are likely to go 
on a large-scale general strike. | 

It appears the suppression of the workers has reached 
its limits. When the democratic labour movement is sup- 
pressed with its leaders arrested and union members 
fired, a resistance action is sure to ensue. In the strike of 
the Taeu Motorcar Factory the workers won the day. But 
eight union leaders are still behind bars, and -therefore 
the struggle is continuing even now. The workers cannot 
merely keep silent in the face of the paid unions’ violent 
domination. © 

In the Haetae Confectionery Company, too, the 
workers’ struggle against the kept labour union which 
was rigged up overnight by the management is going on. 
The committee for the promotion of democratization of 
the labour union in the company continues to attack the 
chairman of the company union who officially draws a 
monthly salary of over 800,000 won. 


_ Because of this, the resisting workers were attacked 
on June 25. Two workers got heavily injured and _ hospi- 
talized. Moreover, this act of violence was committed 
before the front gate of the company under the eyes of 
the police. . 

The workers of the Songdo Textile Mill under the 
Kuro Export Industrial Estate No. 1 located in the ‘south 
of Seoul waged a struggle against the low pay of only 
100,000 won a month in spite of their work till late at 
night. This led to the sacking of 11 workers in April. So 
a boycott of the products of the Songdo Textile Mill 
affixed with American trademarks was launched with 
women’s organizalions and women’s universities playing 
the leading part. Owing to this, several persons were 
taken to the police station and its participants were inti- 
midated. | 

The newspaper “Rodongja Sinmun” issued by the 
Industrial Missionary Association and. the paper ‘“Minju 
Rodong” of the South Korean Workers’ Welfare Society 
clearly show that the labour movement tends to escalate 
rapidly throughout the country. Although the struggles of 
the workers at various enterprises including the Taerim 
Trade Corporation have been suppressed by brute force, 
the fight is still going on openly and covertly. The 
workers here are encouraging one another by saying 
“Violence is the last resort of the dictatorship”and ‘‘Let’s 
launch a fearless. struggle for democratizing the labour 
movement.” 

As with the students’ movement, the clampdown on 
the labour movement is accelerated hastily. This is done 
in accordance with the policy of the Chon Du Hwan junta 
for clipping all movements in the bud during the summer 
vacation in the light of the symptoms that large-scale 
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disturbances might take place from the autumn to the 
next spring. The summer vacation provides a suitable 
occasion for crackdown because in the summer the 
National Assembly will be out of session and the New 
Democratic Party will be busy preparing for a party con- 
gress scheduled for August. But this rough exterminatory 
war against the labour will only backfire. 

In the provinces democratic organizations are formed 
to back up the labour movement. On June 16 the 
General Federation of Christian Workers of South 
Cholla Province was formed. The inaugural declaration 
of this federation begins with: “Even at this minute our 
workers are fighting against death from industrial acci- 
dents while being sweated through forced overtime, all- 
night work, and special service on holidays.” The declara- 
tion goes on to say that even some kept unions voice 
“reflection on their past deeds’. It further said, ‘“‘We are 
isolated under fire from within and without, but we are 
standing on the last defence line beyond which we must 
not and cannot retreat.” 

A tense atmosphere like this is now prevailing 
throughout this society. The more violence the Chon Du 
Hwan clique uses to crush the resistance movement the 
more uneasy the people become because they feel an aber- 
rant situation is imminent. Kye Hun Je, a leader of the 
Federation of the Popular Movement for Democracy and 
Unification, and three others who approached the scene of 
labour movement were subjected to group violence and 
hospitalized. It was an outright act of indiscriminate 
assault. Even drunken thugs pounced on them and com- 
mitted wild outrages. Without a radical change, another 
grave crisis is sure to come. The statement issued on June 
8 by the National Catholic Priests’ Corps forthe Reali- 
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zation of Justice entitled “Our View onthe Present 
Situation” must be one of the most conscientious voices 
which expressed concern about today’s state of affairs. It 
says in part: 

“The February 12 general election to the National 
Assembly was an unprecedented fraud. But in this elec- 
tion the people gave a strong voice to their ardent desire 
for democratization. It is our belief that this means the 
people have firmly. laid down the correct orientation of 
the time from which they cannot diverge any more.... But 
today’s realities show that the voices of the masses for a 
change of the present undemocratic and inhuman order, 
apparatus and regime are ignored. 

“The recent moves of the government which rejects 
the demands for political democratization, social 
autonomy and humanization and answers them with 
repression and political reprisals show that there is 
little possibility of democratization and humanization. 
We cannot help but feel serious misgivings about the 
possibility of materializing under the present govern- 
ment a political community where the country has been 
democratized and society humanized.” 

The statement went on to appeal to the government 
to take a reasonable approach to the questions of inquir- 
ing into the truth of the Kwangju incident, the occupation 
of the US Information Service, north-south dialogue, 
labour disputes and so on. But tothe authorities this 
will be as good as praying to deaf ears. So this appeal 
serves aS an encouragement for the people who criticize 
the irregularities and as an injector of correct ideas for 
them. In this sense, the appeal will escape criticism as an 
idle talk. 


POLITICS GIVEN TO SUPPRESSION 


The present goings-on and the words and deeds of the 
military men in power convince one that this society is 
full of contradictions and surprises. And what is hidden 
under the surface of all these developments is the sword 
and gun, which makes people shudder and, at the same 
time, indignant. 

Kim Dae Jung’s memoirs “With an Acting Conscience” 
and his “Letters from Prison” are now on sale, while the 
author is still placed under surveillance. He is openly and 
covertly menaced with imprisonment again. This is a 
rumour rife in Seoul. Ro Tae U of the Democratic Justice 
Party has wont to charge that Kim Dae Jung and 
Kim Yong Sam are engaged in political activities outside 
the National Assembly and the New Democratic Party. 
When the two Kims said of late that they would join the 
New Democratic Party, Kim Dae Jung was blackmailed 
that since he was banned from political activities, he 
would fall into a scrape if he should join it. So he asked 
for rehabilitation and freedom of political activities. But 
the authorities answered that he might write books, but 
that he should not concern himself directly in politics. It 
seems that they are afraid of his political ability and 
influence and quite at a loss how to deal with him. 

In this situation, Kim Dae Jung suggested that 
Kim Yong Sam should become the leader of the New 
Democratic Party at its congress slated for August 1 and 
launch a more energetic struggle. Neutral National As- 
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semblyman Kim Jae Gwang, a leading member of the 
party, said that they should get ready for the Presidential 
election in 1987 by readjusting the fighting ranks. If the 
New Democratic Party tries to take back the government 
power, they should consider the question of their 
Presidential candidate. And if both Kim Dae Jung and 
Kim Yong Sam struggle for democratization and try to 
win back the reins of government, one of them will have 
to be the Presidential candidate and the other the leader 
of the party. This is a question that must be decided on 
sooner or later for the sake of the two persons’ collabora- 
tion and for democratization and capture of government 
power. 

To this suggestion of Kim Jae Gwang, Kim Dae Jung 
answered that no matter who might become ithe party 
leader or the Presidential candidate, the principle cannot 
be otherwise. But in the present situation, Kim Yong Sam 
should become the party leader first. This notwith- 
standing, the mass media came all out to publicize as if 
Kim Dae Jung is dying to become President. Commenting 
on this, a journalist friend of mine said sullenly: 

“Under ordinary circumstances, we should discuss 
which of these two Kims as a good pair of rivals has the 
greater confidence of the people, but it is a sad and very 
abnormal thing that the people cheated by. such a false 
propaganda should frown. The authority of the Chon Du 
Hwan clique has now fallen to the ground.... So they are 
only racking their brains how to injure the honour of the 
two Messrs. Kims.... In particular, they are seeking to 
defame Kim Dae Jung While they are clinging to 
power by means of brute force, they want to present, in 
the eyes of the honest people of this country, the two 
Kims, Kim Dae Jung in particular, as ones blinded by lust 
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lor power.... By so doing, they are trying to make the two 
persons appear as though they were quarrelling without 
giving a thought to the people and in spite of little possi- 
bility of democratization.... Newspapers show a somewhat 
better tendency these days, but at a decisive hour like 
now have no alternative but to bow to the powers that be. 
Striving for democratization, Kim Dae Jung tends still 
more to assume an attitude of a martyr. He must be ex- 
periencing a sharp mental pain. We should presume that 
if he endures and puts up with his affliction, he would be 
understood by all in due course of time.” 

Both Kims deny the press reports. The New 
Democratic Party demands that the government chuck 
its manoeuvring for disrupting the opposition party. In 
particular, it cries out that the government gives up its 
moves to sow discord between Messrs. Kims and discre- 
dit them in the eyes of the people. 

My friend continued: 

“It appears that ours is a time when political power 
has everything its own way. It tries to blot out facts just 
as the Chon Du Hwan clique is doing with the Kwangju 
incident. It can be said that this is the case with the Ameri- 
cans who attempt to obliterate the Korean Airliner  inci- 
dent. By so doing, I think they want to give an appearance 
of ‘President’ to that incompetent and mean and wicked 
Chon Du Hwan. But since Chon is technically unequal to 
the part assigned to him, they vainly tried to boost his 
reputation through a visit to the United States. The day 
will surely come when he, like Pak Jung Hi, tumbles down 
from his shaky position of power. Then everything will 
be started once more from the scratch. The prestige of 
Kim Dae Jung dropped to zero and then to below zero 
several times, it was said, due tothe defamatory efforts of 
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the government and the mass media. But then suddenly 
he would be put:on the pedestal as national hero. There is 
no doubt we are all born in a time of distress.” 

It seemed there was no end to his talk. When the two 
Kims expressed concern about the political situation of 
today and warned of an imminent crisis, the Democratic 
Justice Party decried it as an act resulting from “their 
seli-opinionated views on democracy or their private de- 
mocracy” and as “enemy No. 1 hampering. the develop- 
ment of genuine democracy and an insult to the state 
power of the people”. So, they mean to say that the de- 
mocracy advocated by people other than fascists in mili- 
tary uniform is a “private democracy” motivated by 
selfishness and that those people are ‘“‘enemy No. 1” of the 
nation. This is tantamount to a threat that the day will 
possibly come when a clamour will be raised for the need 
of crushing such enemies. 

In fact, a general offensive of the Chon Du Hwan clique 
started in May when the US Information Service was 
occupied. The police raided the universities throughout 
the country by surprise and arrested nearly 100 students, 
and this against their word that because the Struggle 
Committee for the People’s Liberation, Democratization 
and National Reunification (Sammintu) is a powerful 
student organization, they would not go into the campu- 
ses. It announced that 80,000 pieces including gasoline 
bombs were seized. Nobody knows how many gasoline 
bombs there were, but the figure included such things as 
sheets of old printed statements. It was stated even in 
the announcement of the Chief of the Internal Security 
Headquarters that there were “125 mimeographed mate- 
rials consisting of 74,856 sheets.” This notwithstanding, 
the authorities made up the figure of “80,000 pieces in- 
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cluding gasoline bombs” and let the newspapers report 
it under such a title so as to give a fearful impression. My 
friend went on: 

“In order to justify this offensive of the government, 
fellows holding the ministerial posts made statements 
simultaneously that the students are turning radical and 
the newspapers highlighted it. And it is noisily reported 
that north Korea kidnapped a Japanese and slipped him 
into the south to act as a spy sent by Japan, and that this 
spy has been caught. How is it that the Japanese police 
remains silent when a Japanese is missing? 

“Is it with the consent of the Japanese police that 
they made public this spy case? Why doesn’t the govern- 
ment refer to the Japanese police for the matter? They can 
do whatever they like—stamping out or cooking up facts. 
The tricks employed by the military men to deceive the 
enemy are now used to hoodwink the entire people. This 
is because the people are regarded as the enemy who 
condemns their crimes. Another thing that surprises us is 
that a man like Ro Tae U said at conversation with uni- 
versity presidents that he was seeking a peaceful solution 
of the student problem and respected the autonomy of the 
universities, but, in reality, he encouraged raids on the 
campuses. Then he did so much as order the university 
authorities to make a search once more and report its re- 
sults. Furthenmore, the Ministry of Education gave in- 
structions that when the students return to their home- 
towns for the summer vacation, the instructors of their old 
high schools should meet and give guidance to the stu- 
dents in question. After that, the Seoul city education 
committee ordered the instructors to call on the intracta- 
ble students, teach them their duty as students, infuse 
them with a firm concept of the state, and then report the 
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results without fail. This is little short of a demand for 
all the people to serve as policemen without pay. This is 
how the armymen of the Chon junta are now conducting 
the state affairs in this country. They should know at 
least that if they imprison a student leader, another leader 
will appear immediately, but they are only thinking of 
suppression. It seems their brains are occupied only with 
eccentric ideas.” 

The courageous actions of the students are getting 
more heated. Those students who, sensing the searching 
feelers of the police, went underground appear at political 
meetings on the campuses and make a_ speech before 
vanishing into thin air again. Then the students who 
presided over the meetings are taken to the police. Maybe 
such student actions signify unarmed urban guerrilla 
operations. In this sense, we may say south Korea is now 
in a state of civil war. Indeed, the fighting will of the 
Chon Du Hwan band has not yet dropped, but they are 
like the Tiu regime of South Vietnam that would bluff 
once when their downfall was imminent. 

Let me quote my friend’s words a little more: 

“T feel my heart boil with indignation when I hear 
the military men’s shameless utterances. Criticizing the 
two Kims, Ro Tae U blurted out that the opposition 
party’s sphere of influence was the ‘seismic centre of 
false rumours’, that the ‘3,000 dollar level of the national 
income is the danger line’, and that ‘When it is 2,000 
dollars, it means an uneasy time for the limit line to col- 
lapse readily.’ Then he prattled that this year the national 
income in south Korea exceeds 2,000 dollars, and if in 
this situation a political upheaval arises, so that stability 
is undermined and development is halted, what will be- 
come of this country’s future? I wonder where he has 
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borrowed that economic theory of his. Under the reign of 
Pak Jung Hi, Kim Jong Pil tried to further consolidate 
the dictatorship saying that if the national income tops 
800 or 1,000 dollars, it will be possible to achieve democ- 
racy. Following this example, the Chon Du Hwan clique 
is also talking of 2,000 or 3,000 dollars. They seem to 
think they are immune to utter anything they please. As 
this talk itself implies a brute force, no one is allowed to 
criticize it. Newspapers are powerless, they are only 
engrossed in business to make money.” 

In such circumstances, the journalists dismissed from 
the “Tonga Ilbo”’ and other papers in 1975 started a ma- 
gazine with the title of “Words” in the name of the 
Council of Movement for Democratic Speech. Its publisher 
Song Gon Ho, the former copy chief of the “Tonga Ibo”, 
wrote an article in its first number entitled ‘For the 
Restoration of Truthful Words” in an attempt to point 
out the right stance which the press should take in the 
present time. Needless to say, the magazine was immedi- 
ately placed under the ban, andthose involved in its publi- 
cation were arrested and sentenced to police detention at 
a summary trial. 

Newspapers reported that the naval fleets of south 
Korea and Japan engaged in manoeuvres decided to pay 
mutual visits. Probably international politics has nothing 
to do with the people’s thinking. Until the day of total 
catastrophe, the thought that south Korea is driven hard 
and sacrificed by great capitalist countries will grow 
larger among the south Korean people. This is why the 
Chon junta is seeking to step up the anti-communist cam- 
paign. The recent spy- incident has also been cooked up in 
the same way. But the people are indifferent. What is north 
Korea’s view on this crisis of today brought about by the 
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Chon junta? The remarks my friend made in parting 
with me were very impressive. He said: 

“Immoral power is bound to make the world un- 
happy. The Nazis is a good example. Revolutionary 
thoughts used to point out its immoral nature. Because it 
was immoral, the power had neither authenticity nor in- 
fluence. This is the case with the power of the Chon junta. 
We can on no account neglect this question of morality.” 
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THROUGH THE DARKNESS OF THE TIMES 


August 17, 1985 


ON THE “STRUGGLE OF MAY” 


The expression “Through the darkness of the times 
in defiance of death” is the title of a true account of the 
Kwangju incident published on May 20 this year, on the 
occasion of its fifth anniversary. The book was put out 
by the Pulbit (Glow of Grass) Publishing House in the 
name of the South Cholla Provincial Council of Social 
Movement. Its editor is Hwang Sog Yong, a writer of 
medium standing in the domain of popular literature, 
who wrote the novel “Chang Gil San” 

This true account is a “historical record of the mass 
movement” comprising “reminiscences, stories of per- 
sonal experiences and eyewitnesses’ accounts”. A book 
of 318 pages, it vividly describes the scenes of the inci- 
dent. It says in part: 

“When a taxi driver was hastily. carrying to hospital 
a man who was bloodstained all over with his head in- 
jured and his arm broken in a battle near the rotary, a 
paratrooper ordered the driver to get the man off the car. 
The driver answered, ‘As you see, the man is almost 
dying, and so must. be taken to hospital.’ At this, the 
paratrooper broke the car window and dragged out the 
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driver, whom he mercilessly killed by thrusting the 
bayonet into his abdomen.” 

This record of true stories must be widely known to 
the world. It is not merely “a record of the May popular 
resistance struggle of Kwangju” in south Korea but a 
human document accusing the present age of its cruelty. 
The power of our age is so cruel as this. The true nature 
of the US-led free camp of which Japan is a member is a 
world too far from liberty, justice, peace and democracy 
which it claims to stand for. The writer Hwang Sog Yong 
concludes his preface to the book with these lines: 

“No, May has not ended; it begins now. The May of 
Kwangju means not a tragic calamity but the starting 
point of the struggle of the entire people. We should nat 
see May simply as a month of monument or myth. We 
must strike new roots of practical actions on the hill of 
myth. Only then will the blood shed by the sacrificed 
people be comipensated for, Let May come round once 
more to all parts of this peninsula, the May when love 
for dear ones, for beautiful landscapes of the native vil- 
lages and for congenial, warm-hearted neighbours burst 
into blossom. We are confronted with the task of clearing 
up the truth of the May resistance struggle of Kwangju 
by all means taking it as the foundation of the national 
movement in the 80’s; we should not merely regard it as 
the climax of resistance struggle and as a past memory.” 

There is no need to say that this book of Hwang 
Sog Yong was placed under the ban and so did not see 
the light of day. But some copies escaped confiscation and 
mtst now be in circulation to be read in the wide world. 
Despotic power is more afraid of facts and truth than the 
thoughts of the opposition group. So those who wield such 
power spread lies systematically and obscure the truth. 
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Therefore, under the domination of wicked power, there 
is no clear fact but only a world of conjectures and spe- 
culations. In this sense, the anti-power and anti-govern- 
ment struggle is above all a struggle for seeking out his- 
torical truth. This was why students seized the US Infor- 
mation Service late in May. And it is also for this reason 
that they are now continuing to fight in prison and in 
court. Hwang Sog Yong himself joined this front by writ- 
ing the book “Through the Darkness of the Times in 
Defiance of Death” 

Those who got wounded during the May 18 resistance 
struggle in Kwangju are also waging a struggle against 
those in power who are trying to hide the truth. The 
government said the number of wounded persons was 
900, but the Association of the Wounded insists that the 
number is 2,500. In July this organization issued a state- 
ment under the heading “The 2,500 Injured Are In- 
dignant. The Government Should Not Slander and. Dis- 
tort the May 18 Resistance Struggle of Kwangju Again,” 
which angrily pointed out the following facts: 

“Bullets which pierced through the wall hit. a mother 
and her 5-year-old child. The frightened mother Had been 
hiding under a coverlet holding her child in her arms. 
They were crippled and are even now suffering pain. A 
6-year-old child and his parents who had gone out to the 
suburbs for safety were stopped at a checkpoint and ordered 
to return to the city. So they turned round and were 
about to go back when they were fired on by para- 
troopers. They were injured in the spines, and are now 
living with the help of wheelchairs. 

“There is a man who got his two eyes removed, 
although his eyesight would have recovered if he had 
received treatment in a general hospital. A 73-year-old 
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grandmother was hit by a bullet while she was weeding 
her field. She died a year later. Paratroopers exchanged 
fire with each other, taking the other side for the enemy 
each. Fearing that this fact be known widely, they mer- 
cilessly killed the inhabitants of the area. This is called 
the incident of Chinwol-dong and Songam-dong. The Red 
Cross medical corps members who were rendering their 
service from a humanitarian stand were all killed by 
sweeping fire. The young people coming from the direc- 
tion of Raju in many buses were all murdered by concen- 
trated fire. There is a friend who was hit by five bullets 
defending the provincial government office, their strong- 
hold, to the end. His two legs have been amputated. We, 
the wounded, went through these facts personally, and 
even now remember them vividly. Whenever we look back 
on them, we feel a towering indignation. And how can 
they be branded as lies?” 

Thus, the association raised the question of aid to 
the wounded persons and put forward tthe demands: 
“Clear up the truth of the May 18 incident of Kwangju 
and punish the men responsible for it” and ‘Cancel the 
June 7 announcement of Defence Minister Yun Song Min 
entirely, and politely apologize for the act of fooling the 
people.” The South Cholla Provincial Council of Social 
Movement consisting of many democratic movement or- 
ganizations including the Association of the Bereaved 
Families of the Participants in the Righteous - Kwangju 
Uprising lodged a strong protest against the monthly 
‘“Wolgan Choson” put out by the Choson Ibo. In spite of 
its promise to report the truth based on the materials 
obtained by a “special fact-finding team” through inter- 
views with people directly involved in the incident, the 
magazine followed the government’s policy of distorting 
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or blotting out the facts in the “special edition on the 
Kwangju incident” of its July issue. The monthly ‘“Wol- 
gan Choson” is boycotted in Kwangju and other areas 
of Cholla Provinces. 

At present large-scale operations are launched -to 
suppress the student movement again. This is a surprise 
attack on the students’ struggle which is likely to become 
activated with the beginning of the second-half session 
in the autumn. The authorities are noisily advertising 
that most of the students are infected with communism. 
The booklets “Materials of Study and Discussion by the 
National Federation of Students” and “Spotlight on the 
Kwangju Popular Resistance from the Standpoint of 
Popular Movement History” (abbreviated. to Spotlight) 
are referred to as the principal documents which provide 
the ideological basis to the students’ struggle today. 

The “Spotlight” describes the national-liberation 
movement under Japanese rule, the popular movement 
under US military. government after liberation, the April 
19 revolution in 1960 and the struggle under the Pak 
Jung Hi regime as the “history of the preceding age to 
the Kwangju popular resistance” Defining the position 
of the Kwangju incident in this history of popular resis- 
tance, the booklet laid down the duration of about a week 
when the martial law army was repulsed andthe “self- 
government of the people” was realized as a “period of 
liberation,” likening it to the ‘Paris Commune” of 1871. 
And it regards the battle as being carried forward by the 
seizure of the US Information Service towards the end of 
May. Therefore, it states that the “period of liberation” 
from May 22 to 26 was an important time when the real 
popular forces were gauged. Thus, the Kwangju inci- 
dent provided the basis for the resistance movement 
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which determined today’s direction of movement as ‘“‘na- 
tion, democracy and people”. Pointing out that such a 
historical development was something the Chon Du 
Hwan band and the United States that engineered the 
diabolical massacre could not foresee, the booklet said 
that history is a dreadful thing. 


The students are seriously studying the question of 
succeeding to the Kwangju incident. It must be appraised 
scientifically and made a common possession and ex- 
tended. We must not only demand the close examination 
of the truth and denounce the brutal nature of the mili- 
tary junta, but also materialize ‘creative inheritance’’. 
We must get over the passive mode of struggle deriving 
from the position of the victim. “Resolutely getting rid of 
the nightmare of defeat .and frustration in the Kwangju 
resistance struggle, we should do away with the contra- 
dictions of the system based on oppression and exploita- 
tion and move forward until the day when the national 
integrity, democracy and reunification are achieved.” So 
they call their struggle waged every year after the 
Kwangju incident the “struggle of May”. 


This struggle is. now running up against the general 
counterattack of the Chon Du Hwan clique. Students are 
tried in court. But their struggle continues even in. court 
and in prison. The Chon junta rely on this counterattack 
for their political life. On the strength of the Campus 
Stability Act, they announce in succession searches in 
universities and reorganization of higher learning insti- 
tutions. An all-out attack against ‘‘Reds” is going on. 
But the New Democratic Party, the opposition forces and 
the students never slacken their showdown posture but 
further strengthen it. It seems as though there exists 
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politics, but there is no politics. The only thing that exists 
is an offensive and defensive battle. 

Ideological confrontation is too extensive and the se- 
curity forces and the revolution stand opposed: to each 
other. Politics means coordinating varied opinions, I 
dare say, but here those in power willfully make a mono- 
poly of truth and only force the others to obey. As a 
result, the people are in great misery. There is no politics 
nor administration, and only violent offensive and defen- 
sive battles against the resisting forces make up the 
whole of politics. 


IN THE COLD WAVE OF ECONOMIC DEPRESSION 


The question of the economy or the question of the 
people’s livelihood faces a grave crisis. Export is slack. 
Large enterprises caught in the whirlwind of business 
depression cut their manpower and dismiss the workers. 
Newspapers report that “business stagnation causes the 
mass unemployment of employees of medium standing”. 
But correct figures are not given. The Hyondae Shipbuild- 
ing Company has launched only one ship this year. Owing 
to this “‘cold wave of economic depression,” operation is 
curtailed or stopped and armies of workers are sacked. 
So a wage hike is out of the question. Now the workers 
envy the peddlers because the latter earn more than 
those who work at factories. Construction work, too, has 
come to a halt because no one offers to rent a room even 
when a building is constructed. The circulating funds in 
{he rural areas have entirely dried up. The economic 
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structure and its operation geared to. the acquisition of 
political funds, personal gains and propaganda effect, 
which the men in power built up for the maintenance of 
their privileges, are today facing a total breakdown. The 
so-called free camp resting on the foundation of exploita- 
tion through the medium of this sort of power has re- 
vealed its true character in this colony of neocolonialism. 
Namely, a terrible phenomenon of breakdown has occur- 
red. 

Nevertheless, the people unfortunately are in the 
dark about the real state of affairs. This is because the 
power conceals the truth and gives a fantastic picture as 
if the economy is developing without a hitch today under 
their government. It is therefore impossible for the 
people to display enthusiasm to pool the national wisdom 
and surmount the difficulties on the basis of their know- 
ledge about the truth. Confronted with such a difficult 
situation, the people remain torn apart looking to their 
own personal interests. They are like the passengers of a 
boat in distress each of whom flounders about desperately 
only to save his own life, It is obvious that the despotic 
power of the Chon junta and their incompetence and 
insincerity will bring about still more terrible consequen- 
ces On many occasions. 

The ‘turmoil of sharp drop in the cattle prices” con- 
tinued. The rather sarcastic leaflet issued by a certain 
local Catholic Farmers Association with regard to this 
question will be enough to tell the real situation. Due to 
the noisy clamour for the realization of an advanced 
motherland in anticipation of the Asian Games of 1986 
and the 1988 Olympic Games, the farmers’ cooperatives 
loaned large sums of money in the name of the New 
Village Movement. But what is the truth? 
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“True, the Westerners’ interests must have been 
taken into consideration, but, in fact, the cattle were 
imported for the benefits of some big businesses and the 
government. The cattle priced 400,000-500,000 won per 
head were turned over to the farmers for 800,000-900,000 
won. A gain of 400,000 won was obtained per head, and 
so a total of 38 billion won was secured. They cannot 
return to the farmers this money obtained in face of all 
sorts of accusations, can they? 


“Why the drop in the prices of cattle? By now 
200,000 head of cattle have been imported and _ the 
government’s gain from this transaction. is 282.8 billion 
won. This is equivalent to the three years’ tuition fees of 
400,000 high school students. It is the rule that when 
supplies are plenty, the prices will fall.” 


After writing this, the leaflet appeals: “The rural 
question cannot be solved by anyone else. It can be set- 
tled only when the farmers themselves demand and 
claim it in unity.... Let’s determine to solve the question 
with collective force and unite in the ranks of action.” 
This must be regarded as an expression of the revolu- 
tionary spirit. Thus, demonstrations. are staged by far- 
mers, too. Declaring that the south Korean countryside 
is on the verge of bankruptcy due to the United States’ 
imposition of farm and animal product imports on south 
Korea and the Chon Du Hwan clique’s rash agricultural 
policy, the farmers paraded in procession to the US 
embassy. Capitalism sells even unnecessary things to 
people. Therefore, it requires imperialistic political domi- 
nation. The Chon Du Hwan band is its stooge. The 
Catholic Church, too, set forth the same position. Con- 
cerning this position, the authorities decry it as a com- 
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munist thought and brandish the sword of red-hunting. 
This is indeed a deplorable situation. 

On the farms of Puyo County, South Chungchong 
Province, tomato seeds imported from Japan were sown, 
but nearly-all of them bore no fruit. As a_ result, 340 
hothouses with a total area of about 70,000 pyong -suf- 
fered a loss of. 430 million won. The farmers rosé and 
demanded an indemnity, but this was in vain: So, in the 
end they went over to a’demonstration. But the police 
answered them: with indiscriminate outrages. The police 
will always side with the rich, and the masses of the 
people are no more than the objects of exploitation. 
Nothing can erase the consciousness of the farmers, nay, 
of the entire people that they are under the oppression of 
such a tyrannical government. So long as this conscious- 
ness of the people lasts, the idea of oneness of the 
government and the people essential for tiding over the 
impasse can never arise. Deploring this state of affairs, 
my journalist friend said: 

‘How to break this hopeless deadlock? Polarization to 
two opposite extremes is intense. Opposition between the 
atrocious man in power and the revolutionary forces 
united in the underground organizations is intensified 
with each passing - day. The middle-roaders have disap- 
peared and small and medium enterprises have gone 
bankrupt under the pressure of the gigantic enterprises 
of the big businesses. But at present even these large 
enterprises are floundering in financial difficulties. In 
the rural areas the prices of cattle dropped sharply, and 
the farmers hard pressed by the imported US farm and 
animal products, are compelled to turn to the cultiva- 
tion of flowers which cannot be imported. At’ the bottom 
of the slump of the cattle prices is Chon Gyong Hwan, a 
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younger brother. of Chon Du Hwan and President of the 
Central-.Council of the New Village Movement. The New 
Village Movement is now no more than an amusement 
and, at the same time, a tourist agency for the farmers: 
Participants in the New Village: Movément can _ travel 
abroad. It is Chon’s and his wife Li’s:families.who made 
money by manipulating the cattle prices. It. appears their 
intention is to rake in as much money as possible by the 
close of his office term in 1987 and run away. The 
investments of the Chons and Lis in and around Los 
Angeles are increasing rapidly and this gives occasion 
to continued newspaper reports about irregularities over 
there, it is said. The United States is probably delighted 
inwardly to see such influx of money..As is revealed by 
the question of the slump of cattle prices, the countryside 
is on the brink of ruin. We can say that thesame thing 
applies to the whole of the economy. The ulterior object 
of the ruling circles of this country is to smuggle all 
their families out to the United States in advance and 
they themselves scrape up as much wealth as_ possible 
and decamp later. It.can be said that now is the eve of a 
revolution whena great upheaval is brewing. Ii the night 
is very dark, the dawn is not far off.” 

Our talk shifted to the question of labour. On June 
22, the Labour Problem Consultation Centre was esta- 
blished in the city of. Anyang, south of Seoul. Getting 
wind of this, the police cut off the telephone lines and 
brought pressure to bear upon the owner. of the building. 
And thugs. raided it and smashed the furnishings with 
hammers, hurled stones and threw rubbish into it every 
day. The labour movement is now extending to many 
jactories and the suppression and obstruction of it are 
escalating further. My friend went on: 
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“There were many cases of suicides among the 
people evicted from the slum quarters on the pretext of 
housing development. Even when an agreement-is reach- 
ed between labour and management, the workers who 
lead the struggle are arrested without exception. At the 
time of the “Taeu Apparel Company incident,” a band of 
gangsters disguised as opponents of the labour union 
assailed the union workers just when the labour and the 
management were coming to an understanding. Then the 
mass media were mobilized to raise a large clamour 
that seditious students have infiltrated into the factory 
and are instigating the workers. 

“The instance of the Taeu Apparel Company is very 
interesting. They say those workers of intellectual origin 
play an important-role in the negotiations. with the 
workers. Because without them the labour movement 
will assume an explosive and destructive form. 
Discreet managers concerned about such developments 
want to have dialogues regularly with these intellectual 
workers. The South Korean General Federation of Trade 
Unions has become government-patronized and _ the 
authorities and managements deal with. the unions only 
by brute force. This causes an unpredictable grave situa- 
tion. Here, too, the true character of the rule by the mi- 
litary junta is revealed.” 

This year is the 40th anniversary of national libera- 
tion. Nevertheless, the August 15 liberation day was 
celebrated in a very humble way as never before. What a 
great disappointment! The 40 years flew by futilely. The 
Bank of South Korea announced that the national income 
per capita is 1,999 dollars. But the administration is little 
better than at the time when it was 199 dollars. Rather, 
it is still worse. Although the people’s consciousness, 
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education and culture have made great progress, -the 
political system has backtracked for 40 years. The south 
Korean people strongly demand better administration. 
But their hope is ruthlessly blasted by the realities and 
given up entirely. From this arises the revolutionary 
awareness which totally negates the realities. How long 
will such contradictions continue? How soon will the day 
come when the men iri power and the people at large 
reach an understanding and achieve union? If the day of 
realizing democratization does not come, there will be no 
true affirmation of the realities among the south Korean 
people, and they will be unable to build up their strength 
tirelessly to create history step by step. 


THE FUSS OF THE CAMPUS STABILITY ACT 


The Human Rights Committee of the Churches an- 
nounced that as of July 15 the number of conscientious 
offenders in prison was 268. 

The Ministry of Education published a “White Paper 
on the Campus Disturbances,” which said that from the 
March of last year to the June of the current year the 
university students held illegal meetings, demonstrations 
and sit-ins on 3,877 occasions in all, the number of their 
participants reaching a total of over 980,000, and _ that 
the number of their extramural demonstrations and 
meetings was 305. The number of students penalized for 
involvement in them is 9,221, it is said. | 

How will these students behave themselves when the 
second session begins in autumn? Since the social dis- 
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crepancies and the degeneration and incompetence of 
those in. power are becoming more pronounced, the trend 
to.resistance will not diminish on any account. Its force 
is increasing still more. And the forces of the people sup- 
porting their resistance will also grow larger. 

Today, the more the revolutionary forces are suppres- 
sed, the stronger their patriotism, morality, ideology and 
organization grow. What then is the attitude of the mili- 
tary junta towards them? Is it steering for democratiza- 
tion, getting aware of the limits of their strength, or 
seeking to build up their brute force still more? Unjor- 
tunately, the military junta is going to choose the latter. 
Because they are positive that the choice of the former 
means above all their personal death. 

The first public hearing of the case of the 20. students 
who stormed the US Information Service on May 25 was 
opened in the morning of July 15, only to.be suspended 
after 20 minutes because both the prisoners and audience 
sang the song With Hoarse Voices and shouted, “United 
States, make an apology in public!” and “Who is going 
tc try whom?” In consequence, the “separate judgement 
of all the accused” was adopted: for the first time in 
south Korea’s history of judicature. A radical measure 
was taken to limit the number of court spectators to one 
family: member for each of the accused, so that the case 
was tried with an. almost empty gallery. Further, the 
Minister of Education issued an order that “the teachers 
of- the five universities concerned should guide the stu- 
dents who come to the court as spectators on the day to 
prevent court disturbarices,” ‘only to be made a laughing- 
stock of the people. As a result, no student was admitted 
to the court as a spectator. 

A tight cordon of over 500 policemen was thrown 
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around the court. Double or treble barricades were set -up 
to close the nearby roads to traffic. The acctised students 
expressed willingness to face a trial “in order to disclose 
the truth to the public although it is no more than a for- 
mal procedure,” but they exercised their right to‘keep 
silence whenever necessary. Their parents staged a hun- 
ger strike in the office of the Council for the Promotion 
of Democracy in protest against this trial. They did so in 
response to the hunger strike of the prisoners behind 
bars. They also acted so in. protest against the confine- 
ment of their sons and daughters in 1.4-square-metre-wide 
prison cells for the reason of disobedience in. court or in 
prison. When the prisoners shouted, “United States, stop 
interference in the internal affairs of Korea!” and “Make 
clear the truth of the Kwangju incident!’, the jailers 
would even close up. their mouths with fists. The students’ 
struggle in-court is going on. They demand an account of 
the truth and shut their mouths. They are not interested 
in the trial itself. They take the posture of struggle at any 
place. It appears that from late August the court will 
return to collective hearing in deference to the interna- 
tional public opinion. 

The Chon Du Hwan clique gave instructions to take 
high-handed measures quickly in regard to the universi- 
ties. On July 18, a long document called the “Interim 
Report on the Investigation of the Sammintu” (the 
Struggle Committee for National Reunification, the 
People’s Liberation and Democratization) was published, 
which said that 63 students of 19 universities throughout 
the country involved in the Sammintu were arrested and 
that the National Security Law would be applied to 12 of 
them. It also pointed out that the Sammintu is a revolu- 
tionary movement organization and a seditious body 
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which ‘‘advocates the people’s liberation and the achieve- 
ment of reunification after kicking out the United 
States.” On August 6 it was announced that seven  stu- 
dents connected with the “Committee for Countermea- 
sures against the Repression of the People and the Democ- 
ratization Movement” were apprehended and 14 were 
wanted in conjunction with the publications distributed in 
universities such as “The Flag” and “The Views of the 
Ihwa Girl Students”. This announcement was followed in 
succession by newspaper reports on the grim remarks 
uttered by the strong men in this. suffocating heat threat- 
ening “to severely punish the undesirable forces that 
cause campus disturbances” and “to mete out heavy 
penalties for anti-national criminal acts’’. 

Further, on July 16 the Minister of Justice was sud- 
denly replaced by another man. The reason was_ that he 
had expressed a doubt about the propriety of branding 
the students who charged into the US _ Information 
Service as anti-national offenders and applying the Na- 
tional Security Law to their case. So he was pushed out 
by the hard-liners. On July 22 the President of Seoul 
University was dismissed, which was followed by the 
sacking of the rectors who had assisted him. This was 
because the President had rejected the demand of the 
authorities to expel the students who had stormed the US 
Information Service; the students had been suspended 
from school indefinitély, but the authorities regarded 
this as unsatisfactory. The President had refused _ to 
comply with the demand because he said he could not 
countermand the decision of the disciplinary committee 
consisting of professors. Now the Chon Du Hwan band’s 
stiff line affected the internal affairs of the Democratic 
Justice Party. Its Secretary General and Floor Leader 
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were removed. The post of Secretary General was given 
to Chong Sun Dok, a graduate of the 16th class of the 
Military Academy and First Chief Secretary for Politi- 
cal Affairs of the Blue House. This is construed as back- 
lash to the gesture of dialogue with the opposition and 
some relaxation of strong-arm interference in the cam- 
puses. In particular, it is said, the former whip and his 
companions showed a dubious attitude towards the 
Campus Stability Act which has been debated since late 
July. My friend who is a newspaper reporter commented: 

“Proceeding from the position of a man responsible 
for actual politics, Ro Tae U thought that since this ques- 
tion has already come to the fore of politics, the tough- 
line policy given only to the use of brute force would 
bring no solution but rather invite self-destruction. The 
armymen behind the screen led by the 16th-term gradua- 
tes of the Military Academy who were discontented with 
Ro Tae U started to take a tough measure with Chon Du 
Hwan’s consent while Ro was talking about dialogue. 
This was as good as a surprise attack on him. The body- 
guards unit of Chon Du Hwan was strengthened. But 
this was only an expression of his uneasiness, ‘it could 
not be a solution on any account. 

“The Campus Stability Act is designed in reality to 
disband all student organizations in the universities, 
throw the police force into them whenever a trouble is up 
in them to insulate and detain the students regarded as 
politically recalcitrant for brainwashing. When this act 
was made public, the New Democratic Party, the opposi- 
tion party, declared they would wage-a lobbyist struggle 
against it and took up a posture to launch a do-or-die 
battle. The churches, too, united their voices and deter- 
mined to come out in resistance. And even the intel- 
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lectuals and men of culture banded together firmly as 
never before. Now this will rouse the incumbent univer- 
sity professors to action.” 

In the end, the Chon Du Hwan clique called an 
“emergency party political committee meeting,” where it 
was announced to bring. up this question for debate at the 
regular session of the National Assembly in September. 
It can be said that now the crisis which would usually 
face the National Assembly session in the autumn _fol- 
lowing the commencement of the universities, new-acade- 
mic term in September, has been evaded. But the student 
movement connected with the problem of the people’s 
livelihood is not likely to subside. Nevertheless, there 
was no change in: the Chon junta’s measures for breaking 
through the difficult situation by force. In effect, they 
have no other remedy. 

An incident took place in such circumstances, and 
that’ is the case of the ‘Strength of People in Their 
Twenties” art exhibition. A whirlwind of art populariza- 
tion has arisen among the young painters. They have got 
together without regard to the established painting cir- 
cles and their Alma Mater (Fine Arts College) and be- 
take themselves to the painting of realities at the “scenes 
of life’ exposing the actuality in a concentrative way. 
Hundreds of artists have opened the art exhibition rejec- 
ting the ‘‘aristocratic art” at the fine arts exhibition hall 
which they got the permission to use gratis. At the same 
time,.they hold a large symposium and demonstrate 
their strength in unity. Alarmed at this, the Minister of 
Culture and Information said, ‘I am ‘concerned abottt 
popular culture being used as an anti-government tool.” 
At the conference of artists 'on July 20, he stated, “Our 
culture should break away from submission to politics, 
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submission to the struggle, and develop as a purely na- 
tional:-culture and as a culture of the people.” Simulta- 
neously with this, more than 30 of the 110 works on dis- 
play at the exhibition opened under the name of “Korean 
Art in 1985, the Strength. of People in Their Twenties” 
were banned by the police. They were paintings depicting 
the life of the workers. And 19 painters on the spot were 
walked off to the police, and five of them were sentenced 
to seven days. of detention at the summary court on char- 
ges of spreading false rumours. But they did not give in: 
They protested, “Who is going to spoil our exhibition?” 
and spoke out: 

“Freedom of creative activity is as good as life to the 
artists. There will be no artist in this land who will sit 
tamely. under the sword of suppression against their crea- 
tive activity. | 

“Our criticism of everything which oppresses the 
beautiful life of our parents and our neighbours is, in the 
last analysis, a criticism for a beautiful life and a better 
future. | 

“Culture is not a mysterious and spruce thing deta- 
ched from life. A genuine culture, a truly popular culture 
is a flower blooming out of life. Culture is not simply an 
instrument of struggle. But genuine culture can be turned 
into aninstrument. of struggle in the fight against the des- 
tructive forces in a crisis when life is devastated from its 
foundation.” | 

The popular art which is widespread today represents 
the strength of the people who close in step by step upon 
the regime of the Chon Du Hwan clique. But if the Chon 
junta opens fire on it, the frontline will be too far-flung 
for them. If the frontline is extended, their fighting power 
will be crippled, and there is no knowing where and when 
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they will be taken by surprise. Nonetheless, the Chon Du 
Hwan band has no alternative but to extend the battle 
line. | 

Another incident is that early in August the Ministry 
of Education ordered the education committees of Seoul 
and other cities to dismiss 15 primary, secondary and 
high school teachers. The number increased later to 20. 
Finally, nine teachers were axed, seven released from 
their posts, three demoted and one given a warning. They 
are so-called teachers of popular education, and put 
articles criticizing the present conditions of education in 
the initial number of the magazine “Popular Education”. 
Education has now become a servant to the ruling sys- 
tem. Education is eroded by the capitalist principle of 
unequal competition. At present, education finds itself in 
the dilemma of teaching the masses of the people the 
logics of the privileged minority. Teachers are expelled 
from school for the reason that they wrote articles to the 
effect that it is necessary to study the significance of the 
teachers union movement in which ordinary teachers play 
the leading role. They are now interrogated at police 
stations for their “leftist tendency”. 

It is said that the students of high schools have risen 
to action in protest against this incident of expelling teach- 
ers. But there is no newspaper report about it. The high 
school students can never be convinced either by mobiliz- 
ing the teachers and students for the shooting of anti- 
communist films and admonishing the students  inces- 
santly against communism or by purging and labelling 
as Reds the teachers who are concerned about the question 
of education at the present time and want to be true edu- 
cationists even in such a situation. Now the students have 
become callous to anti-communist education. Today the 
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people see through the government’s anti-communist 
policy beforehand. 


THE UNDERCURRENT 


On July 15, the New Democratic Party in opposition 
called a separate meeting of the National Assembly. On 
July 26 the government party attended the meeting for 
just one day and heard the report on the _ preliminary 
contacts for north-south parliamentary talks. Then the 
meeting was closed. On August 1, the New Democratic 
Party held an extraordinary congress and_ reelected 
Li Min U_ its president through truly democratic proce- 
dures, vesting its leadership with authority for democratic 
direction. Around this congress, Kim Dae Jung’s house 
arrest was tightened still more. This was aimed at effac- 
ing his influence on the New Democratic Party. The 
Chon Du Hwan band is openly intimidating him that if 
he joins this party or accepts the post of its adviser, he 
shall be arrested. However, no move of the Chon Du Hwan 
group for separating them will bar the party from living 
up to the people’s confidence. New Democratic Party 
President. Li Min U had an interview with Chon Du Hwan 
on August 15. He warned the latter that the adoption of 
the Campus Stability Act would prove a fatal risk to him 
and his ilk. At any rate, the Ghon Du Hwan clique announ- 
ced on the 17th that the enactment of the act would be 
deferred. 

Some significance can be attached to this move. This 
New Democratic Party takes a subtle attitude to counter 
their opponent. It should actually deal with the regime 
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even though it is a club-law government lacking legality. 
It is necessary to oust it while minifying the sacrifices 
of the people as far as possible. At the back of this lies 
the fact that the people themselves understand this, back.up 
the party and pin their hopes on it. Even if it takes time, 
the military junta should be banished without a tragedy. 
like the Kwangju incident. At present this government is 
in a fix that it cannot help but step down. They cannot 
rule the people in any event. The resistance forces are 
expanding numerically, and growing ideologically as 
well. It is historically inevitable that this will usher in a 
new epoch. 


Even in the hopeless situation this thought is bud- 
ding in the people’s minds. So, they despise, rather than 
fear, the power of the Chon junta. And it can also be 
said that they are watching a buglar armed with a dagger 
collapsing in exhaustion unable to wield the weapon any 
more. I would like to conclude today’s report by retelling 
the remarks of some friends of mine concerning the reac- 
tion of students and young people to this situation. One 
of them said: 

“The strength of the younger generation has grown to 
a large extent. Their behaviours now dominate the politi- 
cal situation and history. They are bringing moral pres- 
sure to bear upon the older generation. Turning their 
back on all the favourable conditions, they take up work 
at factories. Even the prison and exile from the parental 
roof cannot make them forsake their principle. It is worthy 
of note that the number of dissident. girl students is 
increasing. It is said that they account for more than 50 
per cent of the resisting student force. They are organized. 
Investigated and put into prison many times, they know 
well how to cope with investigation and interrogation. 
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“They clearly tell right from wrong. It is utterly pre- 
posterous that the Chon Du Hwan clique should crack 
down on them. They are dubious about the true motive of 
the south Korean government now when it files a protest 
with the Japanese government against the fingerprinting 
of the Koreans in Japan. Simply nervous about the fact 
that Japan does not help it get over the economic difficulty 
it now faces, the government is attacking Japan for the 
question of fingerprinting. From the first, the Chon Du 
Hwan regime does not care a straw about the human 
rights of the Korean residents in Japan. The Japanese 
government knows it, so it assumes such an overbearing 
attitude in the matter of fingerprinting.” © 

Another friend’ said: 

“Having gone through the Kwangju incident, the peo- 
ple and the anti-government forces and even the 
Chon Du Hwan group are probably careful to avoid the 
recurrence of a similar bloodshed. If a disaster like the 
Kwangju incident takes place in Seoul, it will be beyond 
remedy. 

“The police is until now trying to find a pretext to 
clamp down on the students. They said they discovered 
gasoline bombs while searching the campuses, but this is 
a lie.invented by the police to accuse the students of 
being violent. This trick, however, fizzled out. In fact, 
there was no weapon. The students focus their efforts on 
disclosing the truth concealed by the government. Put up 
on the notice boards in the universities and other places 
are colour pictures of the workers attacked and wounded 
by policemen or thugs during labour disputes. They bear 
captions explaining where, when and how the incidents 
occurred. 

“Further, pamphlets are printed and distributed, and 
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the work is well organized. The more this is obstructed, 
the worse the situation grows. The whole of south Korean 
society gives an impression of floating in mid air. Big 
businesses are crumbling. The farms are on the highroad 
to ruin. The Chon Du Hwan band is at a loss what move 
to make. This induces the youth to become more radical 
as the days go by. It appears that everything will fall to 
pieces. If at a time like this north Korea tactfully takes 
up a stance from concern for the benefits of the nation, 
the greater part of the south Korean people will probably 
take to the north and pin hopes on it. At any rate, the 
north will shake the south to its foundation with self- 
confidence. The south has been too much polarized. Even 
Kim Dae Jung will be unable to gain control over the 
young people who are becoming radical.” 


Yet another friend of mine said: 

“The radical tendency of the youth is now further 
precipitated. But if democratization is realized and the 
greater part of the people accept it and place their hopes 
on it, the young people will tone down their radicalism. 
If they refuse to do so and stick to their ground to the 
end, they will slide down to the position of a powerless 
minority. When choice becomes free, the situation will 
change. Especially the contemporary youth are clever, or 
thoroughgoing realists both tactically and strategically. 
In the last general election of February 12, they gave 
their support to the New Democratic Party to ensure 
victory. When democratization is realized, they will hasten 
to uphold the democratic policy. Under it they will 
seek to bring their ideals into reality step by step. They 
are also devoted scholars. In the past the young people in- 
volved in demonstrations and the student movement were 
said to be lazy in their studies. But things are different 
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now. We hear that the students who stormed into the US 
Information Service recently had read hundreds of books 
and had many discussions. They study of their own will out- 
side the universities. Their reading is wholly aimed at ana- 
lyzing, understanding and learning lessons from this tragic 
epoch and their bitter experiences. We can say that the 
thoughts and actions of the third. world are determined by 
this process.. Their wholehearted studies are something 
beyond the imagination of the youth belonging to the 
rich society.” 

The -fourth of my friends remarked: 

‘Upon entering a university, students undergo a 
training of qualification screening for membership in the 
movement. This is a . process of consciousness through 
intense studies and heated discussions. Besides, they gain 
firsthand experiences by going into activities in the rural 
and other areas. Then they become entirely different 
youths. The same is the case with girl students. As for 
political activities, they decide on the order of imprison- 
ment in advance before launching out on the struggle. 
They even regard imprisonment as a necessary training 
process for the formation of character. But not all of them 
take to the struggle as vanguards. 

‘Some enter the service of government establishments 
or take up teaching. They donate 10 or 20 per cent of 
their pay directly to the struggle funds. This is how the 
youths could continue with their struggle for so long. So 
this kind of thing was also laid down as liable to punish- 
ment in the Campus Stability Act. 

“Articles written by teachers who have connections 
with the magazine ‘Popular Education’ were carried in 
its May issue, and then in late July the articles were 
suddenly called in question. The reason was that the 
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teachers started activities to form a_ society for the re- 
search of popular education. The ideas of the people and 
their movement thus infiltrate all social sections, all or- 
ganizations and establishments throughout the country 
with the lapse of time. Who can ever stop this trend and 
by what force? The men in power scheme to impede and 
delay the advent of a new era to the utmost and, in the 
meantime, rob as much as they can and decamp.” 


Our conversation went on interminably. It is said 
that in Seoul University the remarks “The students of the 
sociology department turn out to become professional 
activists and the professors of the politics-diplomacy de- 
partment go in for high government positions,” are in 
vogue. The meaning is that while the students are sul- 
fering intensely, the professors become cabinet ministers 
or National Assembly members or university presidents. 
The students hold ‘them in contempt. 

The students even refuse to be sent abroad to study. 
They deliberately make a deep bow before politically dark 
doctors back from the United States. They do so because 
the deep bow implies deference paid to the dead. Even in 
our age those doctors are shrewd at making a career, it. is 
said. 

What kind of times will such a trend bring about? 
It is apparent from all signs that we are now on the eve 
of some kind of new age. This is the look of south Korea 
before the 40th anniversary of national liberation. This 
darkness may give way to light. History advances through 
the darkness of the times. This is why our hearts are 
light even though we are experiencing so intense suffer- 
ings. We never lose our hope. 
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ARREST, VIOLENCE AND DEATH 


September 18, 1985 


DEATH .OF A NAMELESS YOUTH 


On August 22 the government-run ‘United Press” 
reported briefly, “Hong Gi JI] got a serious burn from 
attempting self-immolation by burning in front of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association Hall in Kwangju 
around 12:40 onthe 15th of this month... He was 
treated in the hospital attached to Chonnam University... 
but’died around 00:30 on the 22nd.” The Press added that 
he had scattered over 50 copies of a printed matter entitled 
“Burning Emotions on Mudung Hill on August 15, the 
Liberation Day!” and attempted seli-immolation by spray- 
ing gasoline and setting fire to himself. However, on the 
15th, the day of the attempted self-immolation by burning, 
there was no report about the incident. 

The central newspapers are not allowed to have their 
resident reporters in the provincial towns. There is no 
other way of reporting about this kind of incidents owing 
to the press policy of the present government which 
allows only the government-run United Press to convey 
news reports. Mudung Hill hems in the city of Kwangju: 
The Kwangju incident has its sequels like this and even 
{oday Mudung Hill is indignant. 

Mr. Hong was a worker of 25. He participated in the 
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Kwangju popular resistance in May 1980 as a member oi 
the “militia”. He got heavily injured and underwent 
treatment. Later he felt guilty and ashamed of his sur- 
vival from the incident. While he was dying with his 
gasoline-sprinkled body burning, he marched down the 
street in demonstration for 50 metres, shouting: “Kwangju 
citizens, arise from silence!” “Let’s come out ready to die 
in the struggle against the Campus Stability Act!” “Let’s 
unite!” This happened on the anniversary day of national 
liberation this year, by the fountain in front of the provin- 
cial administration office which had been the centre of 
struggle and tragedy during the Kwangju incident five 
years ago. | 


What did liberation mean for the south Korean 
people of today? They did not greet the 40th anniversary 
of liberation with emotion but in silence. Yes, the present 
reality is such that the young man committed selfi-burning 
suicide this very day. This is a result of ever-increasing 
sufferings due to the split of the country, control by a 
big country and tyranny of the dictator. Mr. Hong could 
not forget the scenes of Kwangju massacre five years 
ago. The murderers and chief culprits of those days now 
hold sway over this land. Mr. Hong’s death is symbolic 
of the reality of south Korea greeting the 40th anniversary 
of liberation. It is a sad history. The declaration he dis- 
tributed among Kwangju citizens before burning himseli 
to death reads in part: 

“Mudung Hill greeting August 15! I really feel a- 
shamed to see you, inasmuch as democracy and freedom 
we called and cried for so earnestly have not yet come 
to us even now aiter five years. 

“The survival of our nation is at stake since, four 
great powers being at loggerheads with each other, the 
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United States attempts to convert south Korea _ into 
its nuclear base for its security and Japan now’ schemes 
to launch military and cultural aggression following 
economic invasion. What is more hateful is that the 
present Chon Du Hwan military junta seeking to re- 
main in power has. thrown the door wide open for Japan’s 
inroads on Korea. As a result, our thinking and national 
identity are gradually crumbling to dust. In this situation 
the true meaning of August 15 liberation is debased. 

“Owing to the irresponsible policy of the present 
government the economic subjugation by the imperialists 
is going from bad to worse every day and the farming 
areas and urban industries are devastated and gradually 
going to ruin. 

“We must arise from slumber. We must see the 
truth and awake. From enduring pains caused by all 
sorts of oppression, we must go over to the battle to take 
part in democratic politics. 

“The most horrible thing is that we are gradually 
losing our national identity. The throes of democracy of 
the nation and national reunification are anesthetized 
by all descriptions of lies and pleasures, ignorance and 
fear of cudgel. Look at the eyes of our beloved younger 
brothers and children! We must emerge from silence. We 
must awake from torpor. Let’s be bold! We must unite. 

“Long live democracy! Long live nationalism! Long 
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live national reunification! 


After Mr. Hong was taken to hospital, the ‘committee 
of remedial measures for democratic martyr Hong Gi II’s 
resistance by self-burning” was set up in Kwangju and 
the print “A Step Forward” was published. The No. 4 
issue of “A Step Forward” put out on August 20 carried Mr. 
Hong’s interview given to some democratic figures in the 
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hospital. Here is part of their questions and answers. 
Question: Please tell us your determination and 
thoughts that led you to take this action. 


Answer: I was. ashamed of my survival from the 
May 18 incident .... At that time I was not fully aware 
what the May 18 meant, but now I have realized _ that 
our reality is fraught with big questions that must be 
answered. So I resolved to sacrifice my life in this way. 


Question: Didn’t the recent political situation make you 
form your resolve? 


Answer: That’s right. Recently they are again pur- 
suing a hard-line policy. What will become of this coun- 
try if the people remain passive? I did what I did to 
stimulate the people. Our people are as good as 
living corpses. 

Question: Those in power are pursuing a_ tough 
policy and what measure do you think they will take by 
way of suppression? 

Answer: First, they will enforce the Campus Stability 
Act. In that case schools will turn into prisons. Indeed, 
they are already prisons .... . 


All the other patients in the urgent case ward were 
moved to other rooms. The ward was guarded by rings of 
policemen in plain clothes and uniforms who numbered 
over 1,000. Barricades were set up at the entrance of the 
hospital. Nevertheless, democratic figures staged a sit- 
in in the hospital and youths repeatedly staged demon- 
strations in the streets. Many people were taken off to the 
police. On August 19, at 3am. Mr. Hong shouted, 
“Repeal the Campus Stability Act” and fell into a coma. 

He breathed his last at 00:30°a.m. on the 22nd. The 
democratic personalities who gathered round the ward 
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were walked off to the police or turned out. The policemen 
placed the body in the coffin in disregard of the wailing 
family of the deceased who tried to keep them off. “The 
hearse loaded with the coffin was about to move off at 
2:25 a.m. but they “met with a vehement opposition of the 
family.” So they “forcibly put the bereaved family in a 
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car” and leit the place. 


It is said that two police vans went after them. Thus, 
his body was buried by police somewhere in his native 
place Hwasun, far away from the city of Kwangju, without 
any religious service. When this question was brought up 
in the National Assembly later, the Minister of Home 
Affairs who was called to account replied coolly that the 
family.” So, they “forcibly put the bereaved family in a 
funeral by themselves and so the police only helped them. 

But how the matter was dealt with in reality? When 
a “memorial service for martyr Hong Gi Il” was about 
to be held at the Hanbit Church in Kwangju in the morn- 
ing of August 24, it became known that the late Mr. 
Hong’s father was taken away to police the day before. 
And almost all the people from Seoul who were going to 
attend the memorial service were placed under house 
arrest. So only Vice-President of the New Democratic 
Party Yang Sun Sik and a few other politicians attended 
the service. And the joint condolatory message of Kim 
Dae Jung and Kim Yong Sam, co-chairmen of the Council 
for the Promotion of Democracy, and the memorial 
writing of President of the New Democratic Party Li Min 
U were read. The full text of Hong Gi Il’s will leit to 
his family is as follows: 

“Respected and beloved Father and Mother! This 
unfilial son does not know how to beg your forgiveness. 
I depart from this world without fulfilling my filial duty 
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when the family are making a scanty living. How can I 
expiate my sin? 

“Father, you probably know the reality of today 
in which we are living. 

‘Father, all of us must rise and fight. 

“Setting aside the question of the gap between the 
rich and the poor, life itself appears so empty to everyone 
today. First of all, the wrong thought of many people 
that they must take care of No. | before anything else 
must be blasted by a bomb to awaken them. To do so 
there must be a match to ignite the fuse of the bomb. 
But under certain circumstances, this, too, may prove 
meaningless. 

“Father, I do not want to live in the same .way as 
the great majority of elder brothers in this land. I believe 
you will understand me. All I can.do now is to ask your 
forgiveness. Please take good care of the poor Mother. 
I hope you will spend your remaining years helping and 
consoling each other.” 


His deathbed “words” issued later by the committee 
of remedial measures for democratic martyr Hong Gi II1’s 
resistance by self-burning are given here: 

“TJ can keep silence no more. I can bear no more. 
Ii you and I do not turn out in a struggle selflessly at 
the risk of our lives, there will be no ground left for us 
to stand on. Under the obtaining situation the Campus 
Stability Act will make the students prisoners ... and 
schools are prisons. This must be resolutely denounced. 
This must not be left alone. The people must rise and 
launch a vigorous and unyielding struggle (August 15). 

‘What is my Father’s attitude to my death? (After 
hearing his father’s words that he will follow the wishes 
of the committee of remedial measures.) Then [ have 
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nothing to regret even if I die (August 16). 

“I depart this life after doing what I wanted to. 
Father and Mother, please do not blame my behaviour 
but think highly of it. I want to die around midnight, 
for then my news will appear in the morning papers. 

“Brother, this act of mine is possible before marriage, 
but impossible in the changed circumstances after mar- 
riage. I decided and acted with a sense of justice (August 
17). 

“T regret dying without seeing freedom, democracy 
and national reunification which we must: strive for to 
the last. However, I hope they will be surely attained 
(August 18)..” | 

Beautiful things are liable to disappear early. This 
is: the reality of south Korea. 

The occurrence of self-burning suicides means that 
our time is in a state of emergency and we are in the 
worst time. The local newspaper “Kwangju Ilbo” said 
not a word about the incident in disregard of Mr. Hong’s 
wish. Big newspapers of Seoul, too, confined themselves 
to a few lines. about his death. As is clear from this, the 
tragedy, of the Kwangju incident drags on even now. 
The tragedy will continue till the day of revenge for 
Kwangju, the day of liberation, till the day when a new 
history begins. 


MANY UNKNOWN INCIDENTS 


So many incidents occur in this country but they are 
not reported by the press. 
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In the Protestant Church alone an urgent statement 
against the Campus Stability Act signed by 1,086 persons 
was issued on August 16. On the 17th, the following day, 
a joint statement was published by the Protestant and 
Catholic Churches. The Campus Stability Act is regarded. 
as a general counteroffensive against the popular forces 
that secured victory for the New Democratic Party in the 
election to the National Assembly on February 12. 


University professors headed by 14 proposers came 
out in resistance to the Campus Stability Act. Their 
staternent headlined “Our View on the Enactment of the 
Campus Stability. Act” made on August 17 described 
the gloomy realities of the universities with a tender 
wording. It said, “The institution of the Campus Stability 
Act should be checked in order to protect the universities 
at any cost.” A strong conviction ran through it. A pro- 
fessor of Koryo University openly put on the door of his 
research room a piece of paper with the inscription 
“Against the Campus Stability Act”. 

In the court to hear the case of occupation of the US 
Information Service on September 2 Professor Ryu 
Yong Jun of Inha University in Inchon unexpectedly 
appeared as a witness for the counsel. The bench made 
light of the man, thinking, what can a university pro- 
fessor coming out in court as a witness for the counsel 
plead? And gave consent to his choice as a witness. In 
fact it is said he was standing in the court, trembling. 
But -he asserted repeatedly that the students had never 
been inclined to-the left. And he proudly insisted that 
“education is a duty which cannot be abandoned at any 
place.” It must be said that the humiliating silence of 
the university professors has now reached its limits. If 
the Campus Stability Act had been adopted, almost all 
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professors would have turned out in the struggle against 
it. 

Ferocity and violence of the police authorities con- 
tinue toincrease. People are taken to the police station 
to be beaten; offices are searched and papers seized 
without..a warrant. Furthermore, it is an ordinary occur- 
rence to knock down people concerned in office rooms. 


Of late the farmers offered resistance and _ staged 
demonstrations on account of the slump of cattle prices. 
The violent use of brute force was the only counter- 
measure for it. On August 24 when farmers in Puan County 
of North Cholla Province launched a demonstration de- 
manding the compensation for the loss due to the sharp 
drop of cattle prices, the authorities dealt with it most 
inhumanly. The “Message to the People of Puan County” 
issued on August 25 by the Puan District Council of the 
Catholic Farmers Association of South Korea and the 
Puan District Christian Farmers Association says, in part: 

“Their brutalities did not end here. They dragged 
women about by clutching them by the hair.... The 
male farmers were bloodstained all over hit on their 
head by the shields of the police thugs... The 28 
persons were arrested, and they were trampled underfoot 
while being walked off and beaten at random even on 
the police wagon until they fell unconscious. The out- 
rages committed on them were so cruel that they cannot 
be related without tears. A woman’s eardrum was broken. 
They beat the farmers in the Puan Police Station, heaping 
foul abuses on them. They placed sickles on their necks 
and threatened them, ‘I Il kill you’ or ‘I’ll cut. your pipe 
to make you fall dead’... 

“Functionaries of the county office in reservist 
uniform, who were in league with the policemen, perpe- 
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trated the bestial act of throwing stones on them by way 
of exercise... The farmers could imagine what the 
abominable Kwangju genocide of May 1980 which they 
had. known only by hearsay must have been like.” 

At present cases of such resistance are taking place 
and will expand in. many rural areas because farm vil- 
lages are on the brink of total bankruptcy. Every farm- 
house has three million won of debt. The farmers will 
have to bear heavy burdens as a'result of unemployment, 
dullness in export and the resultant slackness of business 
in the enterprises. 


This country’s foreign debts are so fabulous some 
say 45 billion dollars and others say 52 billion, that it 
occupies the fourth place among the indebted countries 
of the world. It is literally a “country of foreign debt”. 
However noisily they may shout, “Let’s cut foreign debts,” 
no one will believe it will produce any effect. In order 
to pay the principal sum and its interest, more money 
than the’ national: defence expenditure is needed. 


Foreign debts amount to as much as 60 per cent of 
eross national product annually. Therefore, if the growth 
rate of the economy is estimated at seven per cent, the 
real economic growth rate will be only two per cent. 


My journalist friend said: 


“In early October the annual general meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank will 
be held in Seoul. So they are making such a fuss evicting 
shop keepers on the plea of rearranging the streets. 
Further, they announced that a large spy group was 
captured prior to the meetings. The Chon Du Hwan clique 
cooked up cases like this in order to tell the people the 
false story that the agony of south Korea is caused by 
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confrontation with communism. It must have been their 
intention to implore the creditors under this pretext. to 
be generous in handling south Korea’s debts. Needless 
to say, it was probably necessary for them to frame up 
such a spy ring case as a countermeasure against the 
autumn struggle of the students. They spread the story 
that those who had been educated in America and Ger- 
many had _ infiltrated the democratization movement 
through universities. 

“At present terrible tortures are practised. It is said 
that there is no underwear among the wash sent out by 
the young people behind bars. This is probably because 
these under shirts are stained heavily with blood. When 
I was narrowly allowed to meet them, they told me that 
those who stubbornly denied at first that they were spies 
were at last compelled to ‘admit’ everything. Or else, 
they said despondently, they might be murdered, so they 
had no other way out. On the other hand, there is a queer 
thing that a woman who was said to have been involved 
in espionage activities is going to university regularly 
in Kwangju.” 

He went on to say that pleading security measures 
for the general meeting of the International Monetary 
‘und attended by 7,000: people as their excuse, the Chon 
Du Hwan clique are. still more rabidly trying to check 
the activities of the students. They do so because a rumour 
is circulating that in October there will be a big student 
uprising and also that the students will wage a struggle 
to deal a fatal blow to the Chon Du Hwan clique before 
the Asian Games next year. 

He went on: 

“In Seoul frequent sit-in struggles are waged in the 
building of the New Democratic Party to file complaints, 
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but inthe provinces there occur incidents of seizing the 
offices of the Democratic Justice Party in protest. 

“On September 9 the students in Chongju occupied 
the North Chungchong provincial headquarters of the 
Democratic Justice Party. Of course, they were driven 
out with terrible violence. Violence’ grows in scale and 
strength without limit. The same is the case with prison. 

‘In the summer the warders of the Taegu prison 
crowded as many as 13 students into each cell on purpose 
in. order to distress them and used group violence on 
them when they protested, with the result that 19 of them 
fell unconscious. The prisons throughout the country 
were ordered to use violence on the prisoners. Curiously, 
everything is coming to bear a striking resemblance to 
the goings-on in the closing period of the Pak regime. 
Maybe, decline of a dictatorship goes through the same 
process everywhere.” 


The investigation group sent by the Church on the 
mission of finding facts about the Taegu prison was 
hindered in their way from when they left Seoul. Even 
the National Assembly members of the New Democratic 
Party were not allowed to meet the victims; they could 
do nothing but gaze at the face of the governor of the 
prison who was making an apology for what had happen- 
ed. When the 19 victims went on a hunger strike in pro- 
test against the outrages, the prison’s medical chief forced 
food into their throats through rubber hoses, it was report- 
ed. Such acts of violence will further increase all over 
the country. It is said that in a local area a man who 
protested against a police checkup was beaten to death. 

In Seoul the magazine “Silchon Munhak” (Practical 
Literature) was banned. So was its publishing house 
“Isak” (Gleanings). Under the ‘“‘basic law on the press” 
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made by the Legislative Council of the Chon Du Hwan 
Clique in December 1980, the.“Silchon Munhak” was. put 
out of existence according to its provision for ‘‘abolition 
of periodicals”. The administration authorities go so far 
as to cease the publication of periodicals unilaterally 
without putting it on trial. 

~The Japan-south Korea ministerial conference held 
in late August proceeded in a queer way. 


It loudly advertised that in a tense atmosphere the 
conference would mainly discuss. the question of trade 
depression between Japan and south Korea and_ the 
legal position of Korean residents in Japan, but in 
reality, it was held in a borderline atmosphere like a 
social gathering. In January 1983 an agreement was 
reached on the introduction of 4 billion dollars of loans 
from Japan by 1988 although the negotiations with 
Japan were fairly stiff. But at present it seems that the 
introduction of loans is not a plain sailing. The loans 
secured so far are no more than 775 million dollars. The 
main reason is that the south Korean enterprises have 
no intention to make investment in the purchase of equip- 
ment due to a serious’ depression. The Chon Du Hwan 
clique is so annoyed with the money matter that they 
appear to have pigeonholed all other questions. Therefore, 
the question of fingerprinting by the Korean residents. in 
Japan ended in smoke. Further, the south Korean news- 
papers reported that on the instructions of the south 
Korean government which took into consideration the 
intentions of the Japanese side, the South Korean Resi- 
dents Association in Japan decided on the policy oi 
“suspending the movement for the rejection of fingerprint- 
ing of Korean residents in Japan”. Such things as 
human rights of the Koreans in Japan are nothing to 
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the Chon Du Hwan clique. This question, too, is used 
simply as a pretense in their bargaining. 

Here I must mention a newspaper incident which 
was held back from press reports. It is not known how 
the Japanese newspapers reacted to this question. Here 
is the full text of the statement “Our Stand” published 
on September 1 by the members of the newspaper 
“Tonga Ilbo” editorial department. A formal statement 
and protest of the New Democratic Party with regard 
to this incident were denied space even in the “Tonga 
Ilbo,” the newspaper of the people concerned. This is 
the reality of south Korea where brute force prevails. 

“Of late journalists were taken to police stations 
and beaten by the police in succession. Especially between 
August 30 and September 1 Li Chae Ju, chief editor of 
the “Tonga Ilbo”’, Li Sang Ha, acting deputy editor and 
chief of the political section, and Kim Chung Sik, report- 
er of the political section, were taken to the police 
station and subjected to severe tortures. The journalists 
of the editorial department of the ‘Tonga Ilbo’ could not 
soothe their indignation about this. We regard the 
violation of their human rights by the police as a grave 
menace to the mass media, and cannot but reflect on 
the fact that the mass media. kept silence on this until 
now. | 

“Therefore, we urge the authorities to drop such 
unwarranted methods at once, to clarify a_ series of 
recent incidents and to take appropriate remedial measures 
to our satisfaction. At the same time, we claim that 
these facts should be reported by the press in good time. 

“We confirm that .selfi-defensive efforts will be made 
for the mass media and journalists if similar incidents 
occur again.” 
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The pressmen have been granted great privileges 
by the Chon Du Hwan clique. To say nothing of. the 
generous treatment extended to them by the press offices 
which ate enterprises and by their proprietors, the jour- 
nalists have been accorded great privileges economically, 
too, through the creation of press funds. For this reason 
many people were concerned that they might lose courage 
due not to the government’s repression but to their own 
degradation. People said they did so much as think that 
when society is democratized and everything returns to 
normal, the journalists will lose many things. However, 
as far as the journalists are concerned, they must be 
possessing human dignity and conscience and aware of 
the people’s mood. 

Even when the journalists were taken to the police 
before, they were never outraged. However, as the appease- 
ment tricks of the Chon Du Hwan government go beyond 
imagination, so its methods of repression are more feroc- 
ious than those of the former dictatorship. 

The Chon Du Hwan clique try hard to disguise all 
their wicked deeds. Because if facts are disclosed, their 
existence will cease. This is due to the true nature of 
their power. As the men in power feared the inquiry into 
the truth of the Kwangju incident, so they dread facts 
and truth most of all. Practice of such violent politics is 
most pronounced in south Korea. 

I should like to wind-up my monthly report by 
ielling one more thing which has not appeared in the 
newspapers. At present Kim Yong Sam is on a visit to 
America. Solid cooperation between Kim Yong Sam and 
Kim Dae Jung is inevitable for the sake of democratiza- 
tion. The Chon Du Hwan clique has resorted to every 
conceivable plot to destroy their tie-up. 
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Kim Dae Jung is not free; he is always shadowed 
and watched. The common people are prohibited from 
approaching him and he is not allowed to travel to the 
provinces. Watchmen. take photographs of those who 
call at his home. The mass media are often employed to 
impair his popularity among the people. A few months 
ago south Korean papers reported as if there had been 
a conflict between Kim Dae Jung and Kim Yong Sam 
over the question of presidential candidacy. This was 
denounced by the people. The pamphlet ‘Our News” of 
July 13 (published by the Secretariat of Kim Dae Jung) 
which came to hand referred to this question in detail in 
an article headlined “Particulars and Real Meaning of 
the Suggestion on the Way of Vice-presidential Candi- 
dacy in Order to Deal with the Misunderstanding of Some 
People and Intelligence Activities of a Certain Organiza- 
tion”. It is a negligible mimeographed pamphlet. Here 
is a summary of its contents: 

Kim Dae Jung admitted it was extremely important 
for him to cooperate with Kim Yong Sam. Kim Yong Sam’s 
side suggested the introduction of the responsible Cabinet 
system with the institution of the offices of Presidency 
and Premiership. However, our people have struggled 
until now for the direct election of President. The co- 
operation of the two persons is the desire of the people, 
who wish to confirm it. The orientation of a_ political 
struggle should be made clearly known to the people. 

What about the nomination of candidates for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President with the mutual agreement of 
the two persons? Their term of office should be four 
years, and the Vice-President can assume the presidency 
in the next term. Mr. Kim Yong Sam can take the office 
of presidency for the first term, and ask the people if they 
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put confidence in him or not. There is no inexorable 
logic that the party president and the presidential candi- 
date must be separated. Nevertheless, Kim Jae Gwang 
circulated the words “presidential candidate Kim Dae 
Jung and party president Kim Yong Sam”’, 

Such in general is the run of the story. This can 
be said to be an unhappy controversy in a_ state of 
emergency, but it may be a desperate shift made out of 
consideration for the nervous concern of the people and 
the reactionary forces that are powerful, cruel, avaricious, 
and full of irregularities. The two persons must have 
had no other recourse since they find it difficult now to 
openly ask about the people’s. confidence. 

My friends who talked with me about this question 
said lamentingly that the time must come when the two 
persons, maybe with the third person, boldly appeal the 
people and the latter, in answer to them, choose one of 
them. Their opinion was that an end must be put by all 
means to the politics backed up by bargaining behind 
the scene. 
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SAD REUNION AND POLITICAL BARRIER 


October 17, 1985 


AN UNIMAGINABLE AGE 


The people think that a crisis will come. Next year 
there will be 140,000 university graduates, but according 
te the newspapers there will be only 14,000 jobs. On his 
return home from a 40-day trip to America and Japan 
cn October 11, Kim Yong Sam reiterated his remark 
made in Japan that the Chon Du Hwan government will 
be unhappy unless it amends the constitution and goes 
in for democracy. By “unhappy” he precisely meant the 
‘“people’s revolution or a military coup”. 

The democratic forces denounce the government 
authorities with: “The remainder of foreign debts amounts 
to about 52 billion dollars as of 1985,” and “Foreign 
debt-ridden government, step down!” Every year the 
interest on the foreign loans accounts for 5 per cent of 
the gross national product and as much is required for 
the repayment of the principal. So even in case the rate 
of economic growth is estimated at 10 per cent, it is 
insufficient to pay the principal and interest of foreign 
loans. This can be regarded as the signal for a general 
bankruptcy in the countries of the so-called free camp. 

I am at a loss for words to describe this age. 

Here I would like first to introduce Minister Ko 
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Yong Gun’s one-hour long sermon at the Thursday 
prayer meeting on September 15. 

“Recently I gave a 30-minute lecture at the Consti- 
tutional Study Society in Pusan and was arrested for 
that. After my release I was in hiding since I wanted 
to give my view at this Thursday prayer meeting of today. 
This prayer meeting is surrounded by police, and I shall 
be arrested after this meeting. We are now facing a 
crisis at home and abroad. 

“Japan is again making an inroad on this country. 
As in the past she is invading this country with US 
backing. The United States has approved of her rearmament 
and domination over south Korea. South Korea has now 
become a colony of the United States and Japan. The 
Pak government permitted Japan’s economic invasion 
and the Chon junta is going to allow her cultural and 
armed invasion. They call cultural invasion by the name 
of cultural exchange. 

“We must bring about democratization and north- 
south dialogue. We must not use the expression ‘aggres- 
sion on the south’ or ‘aggression on the north’. Otherwise, 
the south Korean side may come to say it needs to call 
in Japanese troops on the plea of north Korean aggres- 
sion on the south. And it will allow the use of nuclear 
arms. North-south dialogue, detente, and arms reduction— 
this is the road we must follow. Chon Du Hwan speaks of 
north-south summit talks, but this is an eyewash to 
hoodwink the people. What is it that he expresses read- 
iness to hold a dialogue with the communists, while he 
refuses a talk with Kim Dae Jung and Kim Yong Sam 
who live under the same social system? 

“The Chon government lacks authenticity. They 
seized power after firing at and apprehending the army 
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chief of staff and other. They massacred Kwangju citi- 
zens on the ground that they shouted to the soldiers to 
return to their barracks, and employ strong-arm 
methods in politics after amending the constitution at 
will. They arrest ministers like me and heap abuse call- 
ing them idiots. When driver Pak Jong Man _ killed 
himself by self-burning, policemen put 60 of us_ into 
riot-police vans and even fired tear-gas shells at us. 

“At present the total foreign loans amount to 51.5 
billion dollars, of which 31.5 billion dollars has been 
introduced by the Chon government. This means a loan 
of 580 million won per hour. This year its interest reach- 
es 4.4 billion dollars and 3.5 billion dollars is required 
lor the repayment of the principal. Put together, they 
approximate defence expenditure of 8.3 billion dollars. 
Besides, the government announced that foreign trade 
deficit stood at 1.1 billion dollars at least. 

“Squandering of foreign loans for the Olympic 
Games will be enormous. Japan will benefit from this. 
People will come to Seoul, but will try to spend their 
money in Japan as far as possible. The Olympic Games 
is used as a means for -a show of strength so as to stay 
on in power. 

“South Korea is perhaps the No. 1 country of student 
demonstrations in the world. The reason is very simple. 
If military men quit politics, there will be no demon- 
stration. This is an age when armymen go in for politics, 
politicians are imprisoned and students hold demonstra- 
tions. When some time ago students jJodged a_ protest 
against cruel violence, police answered, ‘No stone, no 
firing’ This means that if students do not throw stones, 
the riot police will not fire. Then the students answered 
‘Soldiers back to the barracks, students back to school’. 


60 


Needless to say, their remark was not covered by news- 
papers. It meant that if soldiers return to the barracks, 
there will be no student demonstration. Armymen must 
return to the barracks, politicians to the political arena, 
students to school. But this is impossible under the 
present military regime. Recently a Chinese bomber was for- 
ced down by a trouble at an unexpected place, but govern- 
ment learned of the fact after two hours, it is said. When 
a student demonstration is suppressed in seven seconds, 
how is it that they did not know such a big incident 
for so long? This is precisely the current government’s so- 
called security measure. 

“In prison a burglar told me: ‘I was arrested on a 
charge of stealing 100,000 won. Li Hu Rak embezzleéd 
19 billion won, Kim Jong Pil 20 billion won and Chong 
Rae Hyok 14 billion won, This gave rise to a big scandal, 
but they got off scot-free, didn’t they?’ 

“When administration of the law is unfair to this 
extent, peace cannot be maintained in the country. 
Justice must prevail. 

“Democracy is not realized because the United States 
pursues the policy of supporting the dictatorship. 

“It is also due to the reactionary character of the 
military and our slavish selfishness. Some people think 
that if their belly is full it will suffice, and are reluctant to 
take a risk. We cannot win victory without courage and 
bloody sacrifices. 

“I was imprisoned 13 times. I do not want to be 
thrown into prison any more. However, there must be a 
man who takes the lead in action. So, I may be put behind 
bars for the 14th time. We must fight against political 
dictatorship and endeavour to do away with dictatorial 
thinking in our home, village and environs.” 
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It may be said that his remark represents the gen- 
eral sentiments of the south Korean people today. That 
is why Minister Ko was arrested. 

A university student attempted to burn himself to 
death on September 17. He is now in the Christ hospital 
in Seoul. With 80 per cent of his body covered with 
burns, he is hovering on.the brink of death. When he 
attempted suicide setting fire to himself, shouting, “Stop 
suppression of the campus,” “Let’s defend democracy 
and the right to live,” ‘(Down with the, dictatorship!” 
“Military junta, get out!” “Repeal the Campus Stability 
Act,” his “declaration of conscience” was distributed to 
his schoolmates attending the general meeting of the 
students. It reads in part: 

“The military junta is now trying to reverse the 
wheel of history clinging to their power without heeding 
the people’s right to live and their bitter cries for freedom 
in the historical distress of 40 years’ split. 

“The country is burdened with foreign debts of more 
than 50 billion dollars. Owing to the policy of opening 
the land to the influx of all kinds of imports, the liveli- 
hood of peasants is devastated and the workers are grow- 
ing thinner. But in disregard of the people’s miserable 
life, the present military junta demands obedience to its 
authority, threatening them with arms. This regime is 
plotting to sell the nation’s Chajusong to the Americans 
and Japanese. 

“T, a hot-blooded youth loving this country where 
I was born, cannot remain a mere onlooker to our national 
identity being obliterated. Therefore, I think that the 
present dictatorship must be overthrown and believe that 
we can achieve our liberation only by firmly establishing 
our identity in accordance with the free opinion of ‘the 
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wholé nation and by declaring our Chajusong to all 
countries of the world. Inspired with this conviction and 
a boundless love of the motherland, I will fight unyield- 
ingly against the dictatorship to the last moment. I 
hope the struggle will further spread among the people. 
“Our firm will can never be broken by the sword of 
the dictatorship or by evil laws such as the Campus. 
Stability Act. I extend my respect once again with a 
humble bow to the self-sacrificing spirit of those fighters 
who laid down their lives for the democracy of this nation 
and its liberation as an independent and sovereign state, 
and for the genuine life of the people. In conclusion, I 
sternly warn the present government. Chon Du Hwan, 
take the blame for the Kwangju massacre and step down! 
Dictatorial government, repeal the evil Campus Stability 
Act and resign! 
Song Gwang Yong 
September 17, 1985, 
Tuesday.” 


Mr. Song’s dife hangs by a thread. The newspapers 
said nothing about his sad fate. Alas, is this the way 
many youths in a dilemma should die? When liberation 
came, we did not imagine that we would live in such a 
cruel time under the domination of another nation. This 
is a reality.resulting from national division but not from 
liberation. Who is it that is backing the illegitimate and 
unqualified club-law government? The military or capital- 
ists? The United States or Japan? It is perhaps capital 
in its entirety that holds sway over the world. They seek 
to lay hold of all control levers of politics to amass for- 
tunes. They plan to hold the Olympic Games, and also 
managed to call a general meeting of the International 


63 


Monetary Fund in Seoul. They noisily shout anti-com- 
munist ideas. They are to blame for the death of youths 
in this way and they torture them endlessly. In their 
views the students of the Sammintu (Struggle Committee 
for National Reunification, the People’s Liberation and 
Democratization) who are now facing trial, are adherents 
of Red ideas and violated the National Security Law, and 
so are grave offenders. 


THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MONETARY FUND AND TORTURES 


The general meetings of the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund were held in Hilton Hotel, 
Seoul, from October 8 to 11. On the 2nd of that month a 
conference was held and on the 5th a meeting of min- 
isters. So, it was a large meeting lasting for ten days. 

Meanwhile, the city of Seoul was in a state of martial 
law. Street demonstrations of the students were almost 
suppressed, but everywhere inside the campuses the cry 
“Foreign-dependent and debt-ridden government, resign!” 
rang out. The streets were blocked to traffic and riot police 
corps were called out. In the streets youths were frisked 
and their bags searched at intervals of ten metres, and 
they were walked off on the slightest suspicion. During 
the meeting over 300 student leaders were hauled off and 
put to severe tortures. 

The reality of south Korea where violence, arrest and 
torture are rife while, on the other hand, a general meeting 
of the International Monetary Fund is held in a grand 
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style, shows well a sad contrast. How did the victims of 
tortures see the general meeting? Their views are palpable 
enough from two statements issued by the Federation of 
the Popular Movement for Democracy and Unification 
which involves almost all forces fighting for democrat- 
ization. 

Its statement of October 11 ‘“Foreign-dependent and 
Debt-ridden Government Must Take the Blame and Re- 
sign” began by pointing out concerning the general meet- 
ing of the International Monetary Fund, ‘The general 
meetings of the World Bank and the International Mone- 
tary Fund held for ten days in Seoul in disregard of the 
people’s sufferings from the economic crisis and their 
wretched plight were ‘dancing conference’ made up of 
frequent balls and dinner parties.”” The democratic forces 
including the Federation of the Popular Movement for 
Democracy and Unification held “an all-nation congress 
against the foreign debt-ridden government” on October 
8. Needless to say, the riot police ruthlessly employed 
violence against it. The statement said about the 
suppression: 

“Large and small-scale meetings and demonstrations 
were held successively in different parts of the country 
before and after the all-nation congress. In this period the 
military junta made desperate efforts to check ‘the dem- 
ocratic citizens’ freedom, peaceful meetings and dem- 
onstrations which belong to their legitimate rights. They 
put under house arrest, made arrangements for searching, 
detained or apprehended many champions of the 
democratic popular movement, and on the 7th of this 
month closed down by force the offices of the Youth 
League for the Democratization Movement and the South 
Korean Workers’ Welfare Council and called out police 
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for suppression in many cities. The working people were 
made to leave off their work earlier than usual and the 
business hours of eating houses and bars were cut down.” 

‘So, it is known, the participants in the general meeting 
of the International Monetary Fund only danced and 
danced in a situation when atrocious tortures were em- 
ployed. By so doing, they “‘attempted to make believe that 
the economy of this country and the administrative ability 
of the present government were stable and to conceal the 
fact that this country was the main debtor country in the 
third world.” In addition, the Chon Du Hwan clique noisily 
advertised that the meeting was going to be held in Seoul 
against the background of the increased national strength 
of the country and that it “will offer a good opportunity 
to demonstrate the development of south Korea’. What 
then was the true character of the general meeting which 
was “a false show of power at the expense of a large 
amount of foreign currency?” Concerning this, the 
democratic popular forces said: 

“These international financial agencies are said to be 
international organizations representing many countries 
of the world, but, in fact, they are controlled by five great 
powers (the United States, Japan, West Germany, France 
and England), the international usurers. At present. the 
total liabilities of the indebted third-world nations run 
into 900 billion dollars, 65 per cent of which is due to the 
United States. Important resolutions of the International 
Monetary Fund are passed with the approval of 85 per 
cent of its participants. The United States has 20 per cent 
of votes, So, if it exercises. a veto, no proposal, however 
sound, can be adopted. The major debtor countries of the 
world (so-called Group 24) including Brazil, Mexico, 
Chile and Argentina took exception to the usurious loaning 
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terms of the creditor countries which disregarded the 
solvency of debtor countries, and demanded easy terms of 
repayment, extension of the time for repayment, improve- 
ment of the trading conditions and the removal of trade 
barriers which render repayment difficult. But the creditor 
nations forcibly turned down the pressing: demands of the 
weak debtor countries faced with financial difficulties at 
the Seoul general meeting.” 

As you see, the views of the resisting side were per- 
sistent. Nevertheless, instead of standing by the third 
world and sharing weal and woe with it, the Chon Du 
Hwan clique boasted aloud that their country was an 
“exemplary debtor nation” and adopted the attitude of 
putting a damper on the just claims of the third-world 
debtor countries, currying favour with the arrogant 
creditor powers. This is perhaps the reason why the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund chose Seoul as the venue of its 
general meeting. The United States precisely needed south 
Korea where the people were squeezed hard under the 
pretext of amity with the United States. This time, too, the 
Chon Du Hwan clique faithfully lived up to the expectation 
of the United States. 

The democratic forces of south Korea are, in fact, 
fighting against the domination of this international syn- 
dicate of capital. Therefore, the aforesaid statement pointed 
out in strong terms: “Who brought in foreign loans? Why 
must the people pay for it? The government burdened with 
growing foreign debts must resign taking the blame!” 

Already on October 4, previous to the general meeting 
the Federation of the Popular Movement for Democracy 
and Unification made a statement “The Question of For- 
eign Loans Can Be Settled Only through the Establishment 
of a Democratic Government,” voicing the unanimous 
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views of the democratic forces. Published in English, too, 
it was a link in the chain of struggle against the general 
meeting of the International Monetary Fund. The press of 
the big countries of the world must have refrained from 
reporting about struggles like that. Because the press is 
no more than a part of the immoral international syndicate 
of capital of our times. 

The government which had permitted no criticism 
about the question of foreign debts and _ insisted that 
“There is no need to worry about their repayment,” sud- 
denly began to play up the need to cut down the foreign 
debts, the statement pointed out. How do they intend to 
tackle the question of repayment of the principal of the 
foreign loans accounting for 10 per cent of the gross na- 
tional product, whereas the rate of economic growth is 5 
per cent? It further said, “Even if foreign loans are 
obtained and all of them are invested in the operation of 
the companies, the debts will still torment us. Nevertheless, 
they used the money for ruling the country by means of 
intelligence and squandered it in erecting splendid high- 
rise buildings and buying deluxe cars they drive about,” 
didn’t they? ‘Foreign loans are the only footing for the 
maintenance of the military junta which has no support 
of the nation. Such is the actual state of economic develop- 
ment of the underdeveloped country which has been 
praised so far by the international syndicate of capital. It 
placed the state apparatuses under its control according 
to political plans and sowed misfortunes in various parts 
of the world. It controls not only politics and the economy 
but also culture. When teachers and students spurn at the 
education subjected to this control, they are thrown into 
prison and put to tortures. The statement pointed out the 
actuality of the foreign loans: 
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“After 1980 the foreign debts increased by 30 billion 
dollars, but hardly any new factory has been built by the 
money. Every year foreign loans are obtained with a 
portion earmarked for the redemption of the principal and 
this portion increases continuously every year. It was 50 
per cent in 1972, 95 per cent in 1982 after ten years, and 
100 per cent at present. Nevertheless, the government au- 
thorities alleged that this country’s repayment of principal 
is small in comparison with other countries because it 
exports goods on a large scale. Do they think the question 
of foreign debts can be solved by making such an allega- 
tion while concealing the fact that export presupposes 
corresponding import? Recently all countries pursue the 
policy of protective trade and curtail imports. In this 
situation, in order to clear up the foreign debts by increas- 
ing exports, goods must be sold with loss on cost. Then 
its burden will immediately fall on the workers and their 
wages will be cut down. Then the prices of agricultural 
produce turned out by farmers with great efforts will fall. 
After all, the workers and farmers of the country will be 
burdened with the large amounts of loans introduced by 
the handful of men of the higher classes in the past. This is 
the very anti-popular policy manifested in the movement 
for cutting down the foreign loans launched by the gov- 
ernment at present.” 

Who ‘squandered the foreign loans which rapidly 
increased? What did they use the money for? The state- 
ment demands its clarification. A handful of high-ranking 
officials, large-income earners and big business men have 
introduced foreign loans and are even now concealing 
their property, aren’t they? They have slipped their prop- 
erty out to the United States and sent there their sons 
and daughters for study. And they themselves. have toured 
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the whole world and lived in grand style using foreign 
luxury goods, haven’t they? “Which group made a profit of 
over 300 billion won by importing cattle? And who suffered 
from this and were obliged to commit suicide by taking 
agricultural chemicals?” After all that, they are now 
shouting to the poverty-stricken workers and farmers to 
work to reduce the foreign debts! What a nonsense! Con- 
cerning this, the statement insists on setting up a 
democratic government to find out for what the foreign 
loans have been consumed and to take steps to solve the 
question of foreign loans with the cooperation of the entire 
people. 

Is there a parallel to this age riddem with burglars? 
It may be likened to the eve of Pak Jung Hi’s end in 1979, 
or to the chaos right after liberation in 1945. Recently the 
north-south dialogue was held in a horrible atmosphere, 
which reminds one of the period right after liberation. 
Even a view is aired that it may be compared to the his- 
tory of Japan’s aggression on Korea around 1905. I won- 
der this means history repeats itself. - 

The New Democratic Party declares that it will launch 
a nationwide struggle outside the National Assembly in 
case the schedule of democratization is published in the 
National Assembly but is not faithfully observed by the 
government. To this the Democratic Justice Party answers 
by warning that this will invite a fearful crisis. The 
Nationalist Party which is the successor to the minority 
of the Republican Party of the time of Pak Jung Hi openly 
announces that a rumour is afloat that the National As- 
sembly will come to an end at the current regular session. 
This means that another coup d’etat will break out and 
the National Assembly will be dissolved. In future the 
Chon Du Hwan clique is likely to use more violence. But 
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the people think that a catastrophe which cannot be saved 
by violence will surely come. 

In future, too, the Chon regime may continue to make 
a play of banquets such as the general meeting of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund in collaboration with big coun- 
tries. The Chon Du Hwan clique will try to make a show 
of power by abusing the brute force at their command. 
Maybe they are expecting a miracle to happen during the 
Asian Games next year or the Olympic Games in 1988. 
They are perhaps thinking that when a summit talk with 
the north is held, their prestige will rise and they will be 
able to stay on. They say this will mark the first great 
epoch in the history after the division of the country. This 
is based on the reckoning that the people’s spirit of re- 
bellion cannot be appeased with an event like the previous 
mutual visits of the separated families in the north and the 
south. Seemingly grand political functions will be contin- 
ually held. But the screams of tortured people will grow 
still louder. This is because the Chon Du Hwan clique 
firmly believe that this is the only way to maintain their 
political regime. Together with our friends abroad we 
should pay utmost attention to the sad facts of suppression 
unknown to the public, I suppose. | 


ABOUT THE MEETING OF THE SEPARATED 
FAMILIES OF NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA 


“Home-visiting groups” were exchanged between the 
north and the south for three nights and four days, that 
is, for 75 hours from the morning of September 20th to the 
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noon of the 23rd. A total of 151 persons from each side 
comprising 50 home-visiting members of separated fami- 
lies, 50 art troupe members, 30 journalists, 20 attendants 
and the Red Cross chairman visited north and south 
Korea respectively. It was a tentative step, and it is un- 
known by what form it will develop in the future. It is a 
fact that north Korea has the lead in the north-south 
dialogue. It cannot be predicted how the 10th north-south 
full-dress Red-Cross talks on November 26 will proceed. 

Although in south Korea voices demanding national 
reunification are raised as never before, their forces are 
suppressed by the most wicked violence as in the case of 
the Sammintu struggle committee. They negate the so- 
called rightist view on history after liberation and now 
try to reappraise the communist resistances as national 
resistances. They try to assess the so-called “October -1 
riot in Taegu” in 1946 and the “revolt in Cheju Island” in 
1948 as national resistances although they had so far no 
intention to give a correct historical appraisal of them, 
regarding them as communist riots. Thus, in south Korea 
new unexpected trends have appeared for the first time 
after the war. of 1950. It is inconceivable that north Korea 
pays no attention to this. 

South Korea is obliged to accept the proposal of north 
Korea to save its face. Nevertheless, by so doing, the south 
attempts to draw the wool over the people’s eyes and try 
hard to use the contents of the dialogue for anti-communist 
propaganda and for boosting the sway of the Chon Du 
Hwan clique. They allege that there can be no way of rec- 
onciliation between north and south Korea because the 
gap is too wide. When the people from the south attributed 
the reunion of separated families to Heaven’s grace, those 
from the north to President Kim Il Sung’s favour. 
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Showing one or two scenes of the performance of the 
art troupe from the north at rare intervals, the TV said 
abusively that it was stiff and dry with martial and polit- 
ical contents and was of lower quality than expected and 
that it ignored the national traditions under the influence 
of the Soviet Union and China. In contrast to this, the 
performance of the south Korean art troupe in the north 
was all telecasted for a long time. 

My journalist friend said: 

“The members of the visiting group bound for north 
were especially selected. Bishop Chi Hak Sun was sent 
from the Roman Catholic Church and from the Protestant 
Church a nameless minister was selected. They seize even 
such an opportunity to destroy the balance between the 
Catholic and the Protestant Church and sow discord 
between them. 3,000 selected spectators were admitted to 
see the performance.of the north Korean art troupe. They 
were strictly forbidden to take the playbills handed out by 
the north Koreans outside, to clap their hands noisily or 
to express admiration. They only vilified the north Koreans’ 
performance given in the south, showing one or two of its 
scenes once in a while. This is unfair. The TV station 
received many protesting phone calls. It was too foul an 
act.” | 

He went on to say: 

“The south Korean side gave it out viciously that the 
paper used for the north Korean playbills and the attire 
of the north Koreans were of quality as poor as in the 
1950’s. They bent no effort to search for common ground 
between the north and the south, but were only given to 
political propaganda. They shocked the people by empha- 
sizing the cultural difference between the two zones be- 
cause the people were well aware of the political disparity. 
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At that time, in the Inchon area nearly 100 workers were 
walked off to the police station and thousands. of pro- 
gressive workers began to’be kicked out. The government 
authorities have decided that the resistance forces center- 
ing on the Sammintu struggle committee are radical Reds. 
They insist that the resistance forces must be viewed in a 
different light since they are helping the north. By so 
doing, those in power seek to win over once more the 
middle-road sections of the nation who fear communism. 
The Chon Du Hwan clique have used the north-south mu- 
tual visit for a political purpose in this way. Although 
families met after tens: of years’ separation burdened with 
such a heavy political responsibility, their tearful cries 
showed that the nation is one. It can possibly be said that 
it was a manifestation of humanity which keeps breathing 
in spite of political persecution. I wonder when this hu- 
manity will blow up the political barriers. This time, too, 
I keenly felt that ours is a resolute nation. At first people 
from the north restrained themselves considerably, but 
burst into tears in the end. 

In north Korea 35 of the 50 persons from the south 
met their families, while 30 from the north reunited their 
people in south Korea. An old'mother of over 80 did not 
forget the name of her eldest son but failed to recognize 
him, and so stood looking blankly at him, before at last 
she identified him and tears trickled down her cheeks. 
She recognized him because he brought her hand to the 
scar on the eyelid he had got hit by a stone in his child- 
hood. Another mother fell down in a swoon. They bade 
farewell, “May you live ever long!” and “I think we shal] 
meet again in the next world.” These scenes of parting 
were still more touching. All the nation watching them. on 
TV wept: They said deploringly that political. power was 
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to blame for such misfortune and tragedy forced on the 
people. They still have humanity enough to feel anguish 
in their hearts like this. The editorial of the newspaper 
“Tonga Ilbo” of September 20 entitled “The Tears Shed by 
Guk Hwan and His Father” began by saying: 

“The student’s name was Guk Hwan. He hailed from 
Ansong. He had been under police surveillance. On the 
18th, at roon, he was inthe chair at an emergency 
general meeting of students in the university. Unexpected- 
ly, his parents, sister and uncle appeared at the place. 
Facing them, he said intears, ‘This may be my _ last 
opportunity to pay respects, to do my filial duty, to you, 
Father and Mother.’ And then he gave himself up to the 
police. He was walked off, leaving behind in the campus 
his father who implored, ‘Guk Hwan, please listen to me,’ 
and his mother who swooned. In the autumn of 1985 we 
shed copious tears because of tear-gas bombs. But for the 
first time we shed such hot tears as we did at the scene 
of the meeting of Guk Hwan and his parents. Why do our 
hearts ache so sharply at the thought of the ‘true meaning 
of his tears, his humane tears’?”’ 

The editorial attributed the sad scene to “Asiatic hu- 
man relations”. In this sense it may perhaps be said that 
the editorial itself was too Asiatic. However, even the 
editorial criticized the inhuman military government. It 
said, “In particular, those in power should reflect on their 
own political incompetence which has resulted in a 
situation which compels parents and sons to shed blood 
and tears needlessly.” 

This anti-political, anti-power consciousness which we 
can say is the traditional consciousness of the nation, will 
further strengthen in the forthcoming political situation 
and in the political deal with north Korea. Then politics 
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will be grasped. more firmly in the hands of gangsters 
like military men. In this light, too, establishment of a 
democratic government capable of holding dialogue with 
the people is a pressing historical requirement of the 
nation. Only under democratic government which never 
gives cause to anti-political consciousness will north-south 
dialogue not abused politically be possible. What is to be 
done to overcome the political disparity between north and 
south Korea, mitigate the common pains even to the 
slightest degree and promote the common interests? 
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O KOREA! 


December 13, 1985 


DEEP-ROOTED SENSE OF HUMILIATION 


On November 20 Kim Ji Hyon, chief editorial writer 
of the “Tonga Ilbo”, contributed an article to its special 
column under the headline “‘O Korea!” 

This article ended with an earnest pray with long 
quotations from the lamentations of three university pro- 
fessors over today’s realities and the indictment published 
by the National Catholic Priests’ Corps for the Realization 
of Justice. | 

“What sort of severe ordeals or what kind of benevo- 
lent favour will you bestow on this nation and on this peo- 
ple? The people of this country are threatened with the 
aggravation of the international situation and _ the 
reversion of the realities at home. We are driven into a 
tight corner due to the ideological, political and economic 
crises. | 

“O Korea! Where are you going? God, please save 
this country, please look after the people of this land!” 

On December 4, too, Mr. Kim Ji Hyon wrote an article 
headlined “The Foul Wind Is Strong” for the special 
column, lamenting the worsening economic situation and 
hoping for the advent of a new “political force’. He 
concluded his article by saying: 
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“Politics should lay a new foundation and produce a 
new type for building the country for the second time and 
hold fast to the principle of great unity for this purpose. 
But the internal rather than external situation is getting 
worse.” 

The fact that this kind of article appeared in a news- 
paper today when the press is under such strict control 
shows that the situation is extremely tense. Reading 
newspapers, all the people become conscious that downfall 
is imminent. Especially the upper circles of society are 
concerned about the downfall of south Korea as about this 
article carried in the special column. 

_ There is a really absurd thing. In the early morning 
of December 2 the ruling Democratic Justice Party called 
together only its own National Assembly men secretly in 
room No. 146 on the first floor of the assembly hall, and 
simultaneously opened a general meeting of the budgetary 
settlement committee and a full-dress session of the 
National Assembly, where they passed the budget bill for 
1986 within only two minutes. National Assembly men of 
the New Democratic Party rushed to the place and entered 
the room by breaking open the locked door. They leapt 
onto the platform and shook their fists, but it was too 
late. So, they declared the adopted budget bill null and 
void and entered into a hunger and sit-in strike. In this 
situation, a total of 28 representatives of north and south 
Korea, comprising seven delegates of the Red Cross or- 
ganizations and advisory committees of the two zones 
respectively, discussed the problem of reunion of separated 
families at Sheraton Hotel, Seoul, on December 3. 

Meanwhile, nine students occupied the US Cultural 
Centre in Kwangju on December 2. It appeared that this 
was a continuation of the Kwangju resistance struggle of 
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1980. But the students were taken off by the police after 
nine hours and ten minutes. Such is the current reality of 
south Korea. It is no more than a waste of words to talk 
about the reconcilement of north and south Korea in a 
situation like this. So it is quite natural that there should 
be no progress in the recent contact. 

Under such circumstances the Chon Du Hwan clique 
announced impudently that they would bring to justice 
the National Assembly men from the New Democratic 
Party in opposition and their assistants for damaging the 
assembly hall fixtures and illegally occupying the platform. 
Namely, it was given to understand that the assistants 
would be arrested and investigated immediately and that 
the MPs would be handed over to the judiciary authorities 
as soon as the National Assembly session is closed a week 
later. This is the so-called hard-line policy of the Chon Du 
Hwan clique. But it is already too late to remedy things 
by means of any politics or economic policy. There is no 
hope of “rescuing the political forces” without a revolu- 
tionary change. This really is an unhappy development. Is 
there no other way now than to pray in company with the 
special columnist of the “Tonga Ilbo”, “God, what sort of 
severe ordeals or what kind of benevolent favour will you 
bestow on this nation and on this people?” 

Under a sordid government it appears unavoidable to 
choose a sordid life. | 

While a sit-in was staged in the National Assembly, 
the ‘12th Congress of the National Federation of Students 
for the abolition of thé constitution and the release of the 
arrested fellow students and personalities of the opposi- 
tion” was held by thousands of students from various 
universities. At Yonse University Chong Tae Gun, chair- 
man of the Sammintu struggle committee and _ the 
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president of the university’s student council, who had been 
wanted by police, guided the meeting before he was 
apprehended. Reporting about:the scene of his arrest, 
“Tonga Ilbo” reporter Kim Sang Yong said: 

“Elder Brother, this fellow is my game.” 

“What? You bastard! This is my catch. Won’t you 
release your hold quickly there?” 

Chong Tae Gun (22 years old, expelled’ from the 
university when he was.a fourth-year student of the 
political economy department) had been hunted by police 
for as long as six months on charges of masterminding the 
sit-in strike in the US Cultural Centre. 

There was a big row between the detectives in front 
of the gate of Yonse University at 1:55 p.m. of the 29th in 
connection with the arrest of the student. 

Anyone who captures Chong Tae Gun was to be pro- 
moted by a rank and awarded a prize of a million won. 
This enticing prize made the detectives unyielding. 

Some ten or so policemen rushed at Mr. Chong and 
struggled to catch hold at least of his sleeve. With his 
arms twisted and his face forcibly raised, he vainly asked, 
““Let me put on my slipped-off shoes!” 

But it is said that the ‘‘detectives’ dream of promotion 
and a million-won prize” has been shattered ridiculously. 
Chong Tae Gun is reported as speaking out his mind at 
the “12th Congress of the National Federation of 
Students”: 

“Many times until now I slept under the open sky 
and missed meals while evading the watchful eye of the 
police. But what distressed me most was the thought of 
the sufferings my family and fellow students had 
to go .through because of me rather than my own 
sufferings.” 


The age of brute force brings forth mean bastards. 
This is why it is dreadful. But we must perhaps say for 
self-consolation that if it were not for this age, such a 
lofty spirit could, hardly be displayed by the young 
people. 

How long should we endure this state of affairs? With 
a sense of humiliation that they should call those 
gangsters and corrupt-to-the-marrow national traitors 
President, Prime Minister and Speaker and obey them 
submissively, the people are writhing in agony. The 
slightest resistance provides the infamous police with a 
pretext for persecution and insult. The people of this 
country who have acquired a moral sense and nurtured 
self-respect in the Confucian traditions, find themselves 
come to the limits of their patience. So it is inevitable that 
voices of criticism and resistance should rise ever higher. 
The worker-poet Pak No Hye contributed a poem to the 
newspaper issued by the Seoul Federation of Labour Move- 
ment. It was captioned “Burn Everything” and concluded 
with these lines: 


“Burn everything! 

Until the day of liberation 

I'll be the fuse for blasting 

To kindle the flames of struggle, 

Raging like a storm, like an angry wave. 
Burn all hues of oppression and exploitation 
Like the belching flames of the volcano. 
Burn those three wicked forces 

Burn, 

Burn everything.” 
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The. “three wicked forces’ means the anti-democratic 
and anti-national forces of military dictatorship and the 
foreign forces. Pak No Hye is the pseudonym of a worker- 
poet whose real name is so far unknown. 

The Chon Du Hwan band has no other recourse but to 
maintain their life by means of violence until the day of 
their downfall. Our friends abroad are probably unaware 
of this tense situation. Because the media of communica- 
tion in big countries do not heed such problems. The 
actual situation in this country looks as if it will im- 
mediately bring the contradictions accumulated since 
liberation to a head. The outrageous violence of the Chon 
junta has aggravated all the contradictions. Under the 
Pak Jung Hi regime, the number of political offenders 
was about 430 at most. But now it runs into 800. In court 
they ot only speak out their minds fearlessly, but also 
scorn and sneer at the prosecutors and judges. 

While the struggle is gaining in scope and strength, 
the economic crisis is deepening and swarms of the jobless 
are roaming the streets. In addition to the heavy burden oi 
the foreign debts, the US demand for opening the market 
and the pressure of the forces fighting for democratiza- 
tion are growing larger. The National Assembly is on the 
brink of breakup, and the Chon Du Hwan clique stands 
in isolation even from the military and the officialdom. So 
the TV frequently gives out the scenes of Chon Du Hwan 
shaking hands with high-ranking officers of the south 
Korean army or the US army. 

Meanwhile, rumours of coup d’etat are constantly 
afloat. And the people are trembling with a sense of hu- 
miliation which they cannot tolerate any longer. What 
kind of authenticity as a government can the Chon Du 
Hwan group ever claim? This nation is now precisely on 
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the. eve of explosion. The eyes of our people are now 
focussed on the far-away Philippines. Because both coun- 
tries are afflicted with the agony of existence in Asia 
under the sway of the United States. 


THE MOUNTING STRUGGLE FOR THE AMENDMENT 
OF THE CONSTITUTION 


‘Under the emergency situation of “illegal and 
unilateral adoption of the budget bill by the Democratic 
Justice Party,” the New Deimocrats in the National As- 
sembly. staged a sit-in within the National Assembly 
building for four days without sleep,,and went so far as 
to wage a 24-hour hunger strike. On the morning of 
December 3, they staged a motorcade demonstration from 
Yoi Islet, the seat of the National Assembly building, « ‘to 
the city proper of Seoul. This was not reported by the 
press. Over 200: New Democrats riding in more than 100 
ears demonstrated for an hour with streamers inscribed 
with ““Amend the constitution” and “Unilaterally adopted 
budget bill is null and void” fluttering in the wind. The 
citizens who were passing by applauded them and showed 
two fingers raised in the shape. of V symbolizing victory. 
Even the overbearing police was helpless not knowing 
what to do, and only occasionally would stop the proces- 
sion on the ground of traffic control. 

The New Democratic Party declared that if they were 
barred from discussing the questions of constitutional 
amendment and direct presidential election in the National 
Assembly, they would resort to the tactics of collecting the 
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signatures of 10 million electors outside. In this situation 
Ro Tae U, the leading executive member of the government 
party, is rabidly attempting to frustrate this signature- 
collecting campaign, suggesting discussion of those 
questions in the newspapers and on TV. 

The struggle of the New Democratic Party progresses 
successiully. Some people want it to fight on still more 
actively, but the party is ready to wage a drawn-out 
struggle making its pros and cons clear. This is because 
they are convinced that the Chon Du Hwan group is in- 
capable of coping with the present political situation and 
will surely go bankrupt. So they apply pressure to make 
the Chon Du Hwan clique reveal their tyrannical nature 
more openly in the National Assembly. At present the 
people’s abhorrence of the Chon junta has gone beyond the 
limits. What will be the outcome of the ever-increasing 
breakaway from the Chon Du Hwan regime? 

In this light the Chon Du Hwan band telecasts the 
scenes of free fight in the National Assembly with the 
object of invoking the people’s distrust in politics and in- 
ducing their political apathy. But this trick is now failing 
in its effect. Distrust in parliament does not mean confi- 
dence in the government. Rather, distrust in politics will 
only tend to increase the people’s desire for trustworthy 
politics. And it will give birth to a radical tendency to- 
wards a revolutionary event. | 

All slogans of the movement for democratization are 
focussed on the striving for “winning a democratic con- 
stitution,” and aim above all to secure victory for the peo- 
ple through the direct election of the “president”. In this. 
connection, the New Democratic Party puts forward de- 
mands. in the National Assembly for forming a special 
committee for constitutional amendment and, at the same 
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time, for setting up special committees for finding facts 
about tortures and for investigation into dull enterprises. 
The statement entitled “Let us go forward for a democratic 
constitution! On the occasion of the first practice congress 
for winning a democratic constitution,” published on No- 
vember 20 by the committee for winning a democratic 
constitution under the Federation of the Popular Move- 
ment for Democracy and Unification formed by all dem- 
ocriatic forces, represented the voices of the democrats 
in opposition. Here are introduced part of its preface and 
its concluding words: 

“What is our situation today when the year 1985 is 
drawing to a close? Since their usurpation of state power 
in outrageous disregard of the entire people’s burning 
desire for democratization in May 1980, the handful of 
anti-popular military forces have tyrannized over the peo- 
ple on the spurious pretext of building a so-called 
‘advanced nation’ and ‘welfare society,’ bleeding the 
people white for the purpose of securing an extravagant 
life for the privileged circles..In consequence, the livelihood 
of the popular masses is on the verge of bankruptcy. Not 
only that, the students who denounce despotism and cry 
out for the ‘overthrow of the military junta’ and those 
who courageously fight for the rights of the peasants and 
workers to live are taken off to prison in endless files to- 
day. The police and investigation bodies which act as tools 
of the military junta, torture and label them as ‘pro- 
communist,’ the judiciary occupied by people who lack the 
least vestige of conscience as judicial officers mete out 
severe penalties to patriotic democrats. The wails and 
groans of people fill the air all over the country. The 
brutal acts perpetrated by the handful of military junta 
and its stooges have made south Korea known widely 
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throughout the world as a nation ruled by barbarians. 
Even innocent people suffer from an injured national pride. 

“How should we save this hopeless situation? In brief, 
the wretched plight of the people will go from bad to 
worse every day unless the military junta responsible for 
all this national crisis quits the scene and a genuinely dem- 
ocratic government is established. 

“At present our national history calls for a resolute 
action on our part. We cannot remain mere onlookers any 
more to the bankrupt livelihood of the popular masses and 
the crisis of national ruin under the tyranny of the military 
junta. We resolve to fight on, in union with the entire peo- 
ple and all forces sincerely aspiring after democratization 
and national reunification, to win a democratic constitu- 
tion, which is the first requisite for ousting the military 
junta and establishing a democratic government. The day 
of democratization will not come of its own-.accord, nor 
will the day of national reunification. We should only 
wage a solemn struggle to bring about this day. 

“Let us fight! For ousting the military junta! Let us 
move forward to win a democratic constitution!” 

Thus, this statement called on the military junta and 
the New Democratic Party and the people to 
change the course of history, Other democratic organiza- 
tions, too, raise their voices in support of this. The state- 
ment entitled “‘Let Us Have the Constitution of Military 
Dictatorship, Repealed and Win a Democratic Constitu- 
tion!” issued on December 6 by the Popular Buddhist 
Movement Federation, Youth League for the Democratiza- 
tion Movement, Young Men’s Christian Association in 
south Korea, General Federation of Catholic Students of 
Korea, and General Federation of Christian Students 
Associations of Korea, too, denounced the anti-democratic, 


86 


anti-popular and anti-national character of the “present 
ruling forces” from the same stance and demanded their 
resignation. Here is a passage from the statement: 

“The consciousness of the masses tried and tested in 
the process of the ever-mounting struggle against military 
dictatorship does not allow them to be the subject of the 
conservative politicians’ idle arguments any longer. The 
awakened masses not only deny the ‘false stability’ barely 
maintained by the current regime. They plunge courage- 
ously into the ‘unstable truth’ which advances along the 
right path of national history. In spite of harsh 
suppression and intrigues, we face up to this stern reality 
and seek to strip off the last ornament left on the citadel 
of collapsing military dictatorship. Then, aiter wiping 
away the disgraceful stain of military dictatorship from 
the history of our country, we, full of joy and hope, will 
build a new house of justice and peace together with the 
popular masses of this land. We declare herewith to launch 
a solemn struggle to abolish the constitution of military 
dictatorship which is the source of all sacrifices and suf- 
ferings and establish a democratic constitution which will 
open up a new epoch in our national history, and convey 
this news with boundless emotions to all comrades partic- 
ipating in the democratic movement. As living witnesses 
to all pains and persecutions suffered by the popular 
masses due to the heinous military dictatorship, as their 
dear comrades and as fighters of the nation and the peo- 
ple for democracy and justice, we will fulfil this difficult 
task most wisely and with the greatest daring.” 

Further, the statement claimed “winning a democratic 
constitution,” “abolishing the military dictatorship con- 
stitution” and “ending the brutal government which cooks 
up pro-communism charges by employing murderous tor- 


87 


tures”, At the same time, it emphatically said, “Let us stop 
the prolonged stay in power of the dictator who abuses 
the north-south dialogue.” This alludes to the attempt of 
the Chon Du Hwan clique to make the most of the Olympic 
Games and the north-south dialogue in order to extend 
their lives. But the militants continue their struggle with 
the thought that their attempt will invite the reverse, that 
is their own strangulation and that this process must be 
hastened. - 

As for the students, they make it clear that they fight 
for a “constitution” based on the “idea of nation, 
democracy and people”. This is not an idea of preserving 
the present society but an idea of changing it. As a “cor- 
rect’idea authored by a group of people who, adhering to 
the stand of the people, represent their interests and have 
a firm faith in the progress of history,” it “contains the 
essential requirements for the emancipation of the popular 
masses”. The booklet “Military Dictatorship and a Popular, 
Democratic Constitution” published by the Down-with- 
Military Dictatorship Struggle’ Committee for Winning a 
Popular, Democratic Constitution clearly expresses this 
revolutionary idea of the young people. 

It says that in the revolution of April 19, 1960 they 
“conceded the fruits of the revolution to the liberal pol- 
iticians and thus brought the revolution to naught,” that 
their struggle in the 70’s against the “reactionary, fascist 
Yushin system” which lasted until the assassination of Pak 
Jung Hi in October 1979 was only limited to “vague 
insistence on democratization against dictatorship” and 
lacked an idea and organization, but that things are differ- 
ent now. 

Further, it analyzes the struggle of the New Demo- 
cratic Party, and points out that it is simply aimed at the 
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establishment of a liberal democratic government through 
a constitutional reform. This government, too, it says, will 
inevitably slide down to the path of fascism because due 
to the economic dependence on advanced capitalist coun- 
tries, national wealth will flow out to those countries and 
the masses of people cannot take a due share in the distri- 
bution of wealth. Therefore, the struggle for a new popular 
and democratic constitution should not tail behind the 
struggle conducted by the New Democratic Party for 
constitutional revision to ensure direct presidential election 
but this party should be won and rallied under the banner 
of struggle for a new popular and democratic constitution. 
Then it suggested, as the substance of the constitution 
based-on the idea of nation, democracy and people, the 
“suaranteeing of all democratic rights for the people,” 
“emancipation of the people and establishment of a popular 
economic order to provide a decent life to them,” “‘safe- 
guard of national independence” and “national reunifica- 
tion by the people through their main agency,” and ex- 
pressed readiness to overthrow the military dictatorship, 
call a constituent assembly to establish a popular, demo- 
cratic constitution, and build a popular, democratic govern- 
ment. 

In pushing ahead with the struggle along such lines, 
the stance of the young generation is firm and unshaken. 
They made clear their “action programme,” which is “to 
ensure the unity of all struggles with the object of over- 
throwing the military dictatorship and winning a popular 
and democratic constitution” and “to strengthen the 
solidarity between the workers and the students, ensure 
their initiative in the struggle, wage the struggle in con- 
cert with the New Democratic Party which is a liberal 
political force, and give publicity confidently to the 
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correctness of the principle of fidelity to the nation, dem- 
ocracy and people.” 

The publication of the “Declaration of Democracy” in 
the name of “Seoul University’s Society of Declaration of 
Democracy” is also a link in the chain of this struggle. 
The reader’s eyes are caught by such words as “Get out, 
US capital which strangles the south Korean people!” “The 
contemporary traitors to be banished from the Korean 
peninsula are the two brothers, Chon Du Hwan and Chon 
Gyong Hwan, who trample upon the idea of the nation, 
democracy and people. One should be ousted on the charge 
of using violence and the other for the offence of 
irregularities and corruption,” “The Namyongdong detach- 
ed investigation room which is a manufactory of officially 
fabricated charges of communism,” and “Pak Bong Sik 
(President of Seoul University), a servant of the traitor.” 

The young men and women are carrying on the 
struggle according to a concrete and realistic strategy and 
tactics with ideas and organization. They overcame emo- 
tional rebellion long ago and are united for one and the 
same objective. Their struggle is led by fourth-year stu- 
dents. They reject employment which means entering into 
the service of the corrupt society and enlistment which 
means entering into military service in the anti-national 
army where they will be forced to obey subserviently. They 
choose the path of this struggle on which they will be 
tempered and qualified as militants rather than getting 
the university diploma. They do not fear prison. This is 
why the Chon junta intimidates them with tortures. Their 
struggle has emerged from the bounds of mere emotions 
and become realistic. Not sentiments but politics urges 
them. Therefore, just as they are now allied with the New 
Democratic Party, the liberal Christian forces and intellec- 
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tuals, they will adhere to their idea even after the over- 
throw of the military dictatorship and move forward de- 
fending and consolidating the successes achieved in 
restoring democracy. In the process of protracted struggle, 
they seem to have acquired organization, ideology, selfless 
devotion and realistic wisdom. This is why the dictatorial 
government is rabid to destroy their bodies and intelli- 
gence or to suspend their activities. 

I think therein lies the greatest difference of their 
current struggle from the democratic revolution of April 
19, 1960. | 

The presidential election in the Philippines has 
awakened a great interest here. When even the Marcos 
regime in the Philippines conducts the direct election of 
president, how is this impossible for the Chon Du Hwan 
clique? demand the people loudly. But the government, is 
helpless to persuade them. 


GLEANINGS FROM THE MASS MEDIA 


On November 18 the Central Political ‘Training 
Institute of the Democratic Justice Party was occupied by 
191 students. All of them were arrested and indicted. They 
included a number of girl students and it was said that 
there were many sons of civil servants among them. After 
that, the US Cultural Centre and the office of the textile 
Jabour union in Kwangju were ‘also seized. So, it is said, 
the Internal Security Headquarters has given an order 
to guard strictly 251 public establishments likely to be 
seized by students. It can be said that the violence of the 
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Chon Du Hwan clique was utterly helpless to deal with the 
students’ ideological awakening and guerrilla tactics. All 
that they could do was to issue an order to ‘“‘check up the 
boarding house quarters of the university districts” or to 
“reexamine, complement and improve the ideological edu- 
cation of students”. And during the winter vacation, visits 
are paid to the students’ parents to “improve the guidance 
of students”. 

In addition, attempts are made to bar the people’s 
sympathy with the student movement and isolate it by 
noisily playing up that the movement is pro-communist 
and violent. The Chon Du Hwan group call upon the peo- 
ple to help them “to crush the violence of the radical stu- 
dents”. According to their view, the claim for a “constitu- 
tion based on the idea of the nation, democracy and pec- 
ple” has a neo-Marxist tinge and this is tantamount to 
following the communist line of north Korea. Then, they 
absurdly make a false charge, ‘While north Korea vilifies 
our liberal, democratic regime as a ‘fascist system,’ the 
students also refer to ‘fascist constitution, don’t they?’ 
It is also contended that the students are violent since 
they are of the same nature as the one-time “Red Army” 
of Japan. | 

One must either sing the praises of this rotten age of 
brute force or bow down to it. Or else, he will be labelled 
as a Red by the authorities. 

On November 21 thousands of students gathered at 
Seoul University and held a pan-national congress. After 
that, six opposition politicians belonging to the Council 
for the Promotion of Democracy and others were arrested. 
Their attendance and speeches concerning constitutional 
revision at the students’ meeting -were as good as 
instigating the students to illegal assembly and demon- 
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stration, it was alleged. In particular, they argued, since 
these movements are pro-communist and given to using 
violence, their offense is still more grave. The Chon junta 
is conducting an extensive campaign against the student 
movement branding it as pro-communist and violent like 
this. It is said this is aimed at explaining themselves to 
the United States that they were not suppressing the dem- 
ocratization movement but were dealing with the pro- 
communist gangsters who were menacing the anti-com- 
munist state. Because of this, the intellectuals of the dem- 
ocratization movement and leaders of the Church are 
saved from imprisonment for the time being. But this is a 
clumsy policy followed under.the pressure of necessity; it 
does not tend to save the situation. Owing to the relaxation 
measure like this, the activities of the youths and intellec- 
tuals were further stepped up and became more audacious, 
their solidarity being strengthened still more. The young 
people are not afraid of being branded like that. The fifth 
number (issued on November 29) of the “One-Million 
Students” published by the name of the Propaganda 
Bureau of the National Federation of Students carried an 
article headlined ‘No Repression Will Daunt the ‘One- 
Million Students,’”’ which began by saying: 

“The announcement of a certain government agency 
(What do they fear to keep its name a secret?) carried in 
the parrot-like newspapers simultaneously on the 25th and 
26th said that the analysis of the fourth issue of the under- 
ground print of the university district ‘One-Million Stu- 
dents’ (Published on November 19, it reported about the 
seizure of the Training Institute of the Democratic Justice 
Party, and carried articles such as ‘Collective Struggle of 
the Workers and Students,’ ‘Declaration on the Current 
Situation,’ ‘Our Contention.’) shows that the present stu- 
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dent movement likens the liberal democratic system of 
south Korea to the fascist system which prevailed under 
the rule of Mussolini and Hitler; aims at the achievement 
of-a communist revolution under the cloak of democracy; 
and for this purpose, employs a Red-army type stratagem. 
It further points out that this is an intrigue against the 
Republic of Korea, for a violent revolution to overthrow 
the system aimed at the seizure of power by the grass 
roots, which is not a mere anti-government struggle. To 
sum up, firstly, they tell a lie that they are not fascists 
but liberal democrats; secondly, they hurl a pro-communism. 
charge that the popular movement for democratization is 
a communist movement; and thirdly, they make a false 
accusation of using violence.” 

The refutation of the “One-Million Students” against 
this is really splendid. Its full text cannot be quoted here 
but a few paragraphs are introduced here: 

“Our idea on the nation, democracy and. people is 
based on the clarification of the specific character of the 
contradictions in the Korean peninsula and explication of 
the world-historical significance of these contradictions.... 
To impose a coat of West-European liberal democracy on 
a social formation which has not gone through a normal 
process of capitalist development and therefore cannot be 
West-European, is a deception to conceal its fascist na- 
ture.” 

“What ground do they have to call us pro-communist? 
How can it be pro-communist to demand the sound 
foundation of life for the grass-root masses? Their true 
colours have become clear by themselves now when they 
deny government and a constitution of the people and by 
the people and regard them as improper.” 

“What do they call violence? Democracy means the 
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unceasing rejection of tyranny. Despotic political power 
must be countered and rebuffed with violence. To stamp 
out resistance against repressive, organizational violence 
is to impose silence and an order of submission. How can 
fellows who slaughtered thousands of their compatriots 
in a city ever plead for non-violence and peace? How can 
they who encourage forcible drafting and tortures and 
fin-de-siecle enjoyment call the throwing of a stone a use 
of violence? To call to the masses in shackles and in 
slumber of silence and submission for non-violence is to 
strip them naked before wolves of the wilds.” 

A print entitled ‘The Poor People’s Declaration of 
Struggle’ put out by these young people is in circulation. 
It says, “Let us overthrow the military dictatorship and 
secure the people’s right to live, and win the revision of 
the constitution in the interests of the people and their 
welfare!” This is due to the forcible eviction of poor peo- 
ple from the outskirts of the cities under the pretext of 
new development. The outcries against this are not re- 
ported by newspapers. Let me quote a few paragraphs 
from the first number (dated November 2) of the print: 

‘“Mok-dong has become a scene of land speculation in 
Seoul after its poor inhabitants were evicted, and Yang- 
dong has turned into a venue of monster buildings of big 
enterprises and parking lots for the cars of pot-bellied 
company directors. Our homes were shabby board huts, 
but whither has gone our Moon Hill (so called because 
the place was on top of a hill) where we poor people used 
to live in harmony?... Every time foreign guys come to 
visit this country, we have to groan because the urban 
paupers’ right to live is mercilessly trampled underfoot 
by the dictatorial regime on the pretext of banishing 
street vendors or beautifying the environments. In such 


95 


cases, the dictatorial regime’s act of fooling the popular 
masses with a fuss about ‘an advanced motherland’ or 
‘a society of justice’ reached its climax”. : 

Then, the declaration poses a question, “Is the 
dictatorial regime a slot machine which produces ‘Reds’?” 
It demands, “Stop talking nonsense,” and makes such 
cynical remarks as: 

“You say there are Reds; 

“You ask the people to keep order and propose a 
dialogue with them; 

“If only this country plays host to the Olympic Games, 
will it be an advanced nation? And who has to pay the 
money for it? Without spending the money for the people’s 
well-being...; 

“Is he a Red who gives a thought to the good of the 
people?; 

“What then are you who plunder the people?; 

“You deny your election commitment to take measures 
against the eviction. Shall we show you the newspapers 
of the election days?; 

“You disclaim the government’s responsibility for the 
eviction. Then who has worked out the New Development 
Act?; 

“You said we are powerless and so need not be 
nervous about it. But a worm will turn.” 

In face of this so-called “radicalization” of the 
movement for democratization, the Chon clique is almost 
shiftless. They arrest and imprison its participants, and 
close down the conscientious publishing house like the 
“Creation and Criticism House”. Meanwhile, a rumour of 
another military coup is afloat. It was highlighted in the 
newspapers that a reserve army captain passing himself 
off as a reserve general swindled 90 million won as a 
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“fund for uprising” out of the vice-president of the Korean 
Road Corporation and others in return for a “promise of 
special favour” to be granted on the day of success in the 
coup. It is said that three persons concerned have been 
taken into custody, but the people who gave the money 
are not questioned. It is not a crime of plotting for a re- 
bellion but a case of fraudulence, they say. Is it that they 
merely issued a warning against a possible plan of a coup 
d’etat? Or was it a real plan of a coup d’etat and did they 
settle the matter in this way because the case might affect 
the army as a whole? In either case,-it caused a sensation 
among the people in a situation when the fin-de-siecle 
symptoms were becoming apparent. On the other hand, 
Chon Du Hwan procured a plane for the exclusive use of 
the President, and the people whisper among themselves 
that it is intended for a getaway use. 

The 1986 calendar “12 National Art Pieces” was 
seized and the implicated persons were apprehended. It 
had been made by the Federation of the Popular Movement 
for Democracy and Unification with the participation of 
almost all the democratization movement organizations. It 
was an essay of the popular art to appeal to the entire 
nation by showing a bright and sound world of beauty. 
Their spirit cannot be destroyed by seizing the calendar 
and putting a few people on trial. 

There is another interesting thing. Young people take 
a critical view of the post-liberation history, and are 
inclined to consider it a history of partition rather than of 
liberty and a history of domination by outside forces and 
of corrupt power. Bewildered at this, the Chon group is 
planning to “rewrite” the official “contemporary history” 
after August 15 liberation. It should be a natural require- 
ment to take a new look from the present angle at the 
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course of post-liberation history which has led to today’s 
going-on. This has already become the main trend of 
historical science and political thoughts, and what sort of 
reactionary scholars do they think can be mobilized for the 
purpose? Who can ever stem the stream like a large river 
and stop the current of the boundless ocean? 

On November 26 the Chon Du Hwan clique called a 
meeting in this connection, where the leading executive 
member of the Democratic Justice Party Ro Tae U said 
that the aggravation of the “campus situation” is “partly 
due to the negative viewpoint from which the contemporary 
history after the August 15 liberation is looked upon”. 
Pointing out that “Some students look on the contemporary 
history after the August 15 liberation only from the 
negative angle of dictatorship, rigged elections and long- 
term stay in power and are inclined to distrust the older 
generation,” he said, it is reported, that “the pollution of 
history with unofficial chronicles, unknown episodes and 
rumours and its distortion for the lowbrows are the basic 
factors making for the social chaos”. 

Thus, they are going to row against the tide of history 
instead of going with it and come to grips with each case 
of happening with noisy bawlings. This means that they 
refuse to see the fact that the so-called “basic factors of 
the social chaos” lie precisely in their state power, and 
are beating about everywhere else. This will only tend to 
deepen the crisis. Really, we cannot but lament, “Oh, 
Republic of Korea, where are you drifting to?” 

In such circumstances, how are the mass media 
behaving themselves? The TV is repeating their farce as a 
government-run enterprise. As for the newspapers, ones 
with the least. bit of common sense cannot conceal their 
anguish. Their columns reveal constant agitation. They 
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are obliged to repeat what the government says like a 
parrot. But for the sake of business as newspapers, they 
cannot aiford to ignore the people. At the same time, they 
inevitably feel concern About the realities of this country. 
This anguish of theirs is evident in their leading articles. 

Now let us have a look through the editorials of the 
“Tonga Ilbo”. The editorial of November 28 under the 
heading “The Attitude of Writing History” expressed 
opposition to the government’s attempt to rewrite the his- 
tory after the August 15 liberation in an affirmative way. 
If they try to give an affirmative account of what they 
have done, it is not a “correct history” for the people but 
merely a “history of their own party” and a “history of 
their own government”. It is their lookout to write it, but 
it is not a history for the people. If our history is 
“polluted with unofficial chronicles, unknown episodes and 
rumours,” then how is it that our political history is not 
associated with “fair and aboveboard logics” but “has 
gone astray in an alley’? Then the editorial demanded the 
government’s reconsideration of this matter. | 

The paper attaches great importance to the direct 
election of President in the Philippines and applauded the 
daring trial of the head of the former military junta at the 
civil rights court of Argentina. The leading article of 
November 19 headlined ‘Students and Politics” pointed 
out that “the only way out of the vicious circle of violence 
lies in high-minded politics’ and concluded by saying, 
‘only open politics, responsible politics and high-minded 
politics will make it possible to tide over the present im- 
passe”. The day is coming nearer when this newspaper 
finds it inevitable to demand boldly in its editorials the 
establishment of a democratic constitution and the direct 
presidential election. 
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The paper editorially demanded disclosing the truth 
about the irregular enterprises protected by the Chon Du 
Hwan clique. It further pointed to the pathology of society 
where rumours of coup d’etat are rife and a farce of coup 
detat fraud is enacted and called for the “freedom of 
speech”. The editorial of December 6 under the heading 
“This Society in Reverse” sneered at the campaigns of 
“Eat beef” and “Go and see the professional baseball 
games’. It was cynical about the export of cattle to Japan 
at a loss and about the invitation of professional baseball 
players from Japan with the expenditure of foreign 
currency. The New Democrats in the National Assembly 
were too dazed to attack the Chon group, astounded by 
their preposterous political practices. Then, in conclusion, 
the leading article “This Society in Reverse” said: 

“The responsibility should be placed strictly where it 
lies, measures taken to amend and straighten out things, 
the taxes collected be used properly and energies diverted 
to the right channels. There are so many tasks to do to put 
reverse things in the right order.” 

A brief comment of Mr. Choe Il Nam on December 7 
was captioned, “Indeed, the Cases Are Very Much Alike.” 
The insinuation was that the incident which took place 
behind closed doors on one early morning when the Chon 
clique passed a budget bill unilaterally with the participa- 
tion of only the government party members, was just like 
the ways followed by the Pak regime before its downfall. 
Then he referred to the “phobia against dawn” suffered 
by the people of south Korea. This he said was due to the 
evil events of history, namely the start of north-south war 
on June 25, the military coup of Pak Jung Hi and his 
death, and the recent passage of the budget bill, which all 
took place at dawn. How many more events will happen 
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at dawn in the future to surprise the people of this country? 
I would like to quote the remarks of a friend of mine by 
way of concluding the last letter of this year in December 
1985: 

“The absolute predominance of politics has spoilt both 
the economy and society. It is too late to set them right, it 
appears. Oh, our nation! Whither are you heading for? I 
cannot but lament. At this grave juncture should our 
nation take a wrong course again because of political 
power? 

“We are now struggling for the nation and its reuni- 
fication in this way, and countless young people being 
taken to prison in this coldest season. In this disturbing 
situation, what path is our nation going to take? 

“According to the official pronouncement in the Na- 
tional Assembly, the ordinary police force will be expanded 
by 1,631 men and the combat police by. 1,854 in the new 
year. Compared with the time of Pak Jung Hi’s rule, the 
combat police force has in fact expanded scores of times. 
The students have lost many of their leaders. In winter 
they. may probably continue guerrilla-fashion struggles 
rather than holding large meetings. The resistance to 
economic imperialism and the struggle for constitutional 
revision go on ceaselessly. The Chon Du Hwan clique may 
launch a large counteroffensive to involve a grave risk to 
our lives. But use of brute force is the last trump card in 
the hands of the military dictator and it will prove the ruin 
of the Chon clique.” 


101 


IS AMERICA OUR ALLY? 


November 17, 1985 


PEOPLE IN PRISON 


Let me quote from the “Conversation—Parents of 
Imprisoned Students Say, ‘How Come They Are Bad When 
They Have Acted Grandly>?”’ carried in the third number 
of the magazine “Mal” (Language) issued by the Council 
of Movement for Democratic Speech. 

Q. —I think you have now recovered some of your 
self-possession because considerable time has passed since 
then. But you must have been taken aback at the first news 
of your child. Can you tell me what you felt at the time, 
please? 

A. —(1) My feelings at that time were beyond all 
words. Everything went black before my eyes as if the sky 
had fallen and I felt giddy with the thought, “It’s all up 
with us. My daughter has no futufe now, she is a social 
outcast.” It seemed all my strength was gone and I almost 
feel ill. 

A. —(2) When I learned from TV that the US In- 
formation Service was occupied by students, I had a fore- 
boding that my daughter might have joined them. I made 
a phone call to Seoul, only to find her absent. I went to 
Seoul at once and looked for her everywhere, and found 
out that she was in the US Information Service. At that 
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moment I lost heart, all went black before my eyes, my 
heart fluttered and I thought everything was over. 

A. —(3) One day a childhood friend of my- daughter 
called at my house after reading the newspaper reports. 
She wept, saying, “Mother, I’m awfully sorry. I’m here safe 
and free while she is. . . .” So I told her, “Don’t say sorry. 
You have your own way to go.” She wanted to go and just 
see where my daughter was locked up, so we went together 
for an interview. When she was refused admittance, she 
was vexed. But somehow she managed to come in and 
saw my daughter. When she said, “My elder sister has 
already got married and I am also going to marry soon,” 
my daughter was delighted. My heart was choked with 
sorrow as I thought, “When her childhood playmates are 
entering into matrimony, is my daughter: Chun (Li Chun, 
fourth-year student of the German literature department 
of Koryo University) going to wither away so young in 
prison?” 

Q. —You have endured the shock admirably. These 
days you are giving mental support to your child by going 
to interview them in prison and often to see the trials in 
court, I believe. And what is the source of your strength to 
do so? 

A. —(1) As I saw her in our interviews or in court, 
there was not a shadow of affliction in her face. She was 
so dignified and her defences were clear-cut and full of 
confidence. Her attitude made me think we should also 
deport ourselves with fortitude. When I saw her all so 
proud and unperturbed, I was convinced that their bodies 
and hearts were brimming full with youthful enthusiasm 
and unshaken faith. If not, how can they ever go that 
thorny path at the sacrifice of their future? 

A. —(2) Some time ago I took a taxi and asked to be 
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brought to the Yongdungpo prison. At this the driver asked 
back, ‘““Maybe you’re the mother of a student?” I answered 
“Yes”. Then, when I arrived and got off, he would not take 
the fare for anything. I had to tell him in a loud voice that 
he was putting me in an awkward position. — 

~ A. —(38) Iwas also riding in ataxi and it so 
happened that my daughter came up in the talk. I wonder- 
ed what could be his view on the matter, and so I inten- 
tionally said, “My daughter did not study hard as I told 
her to, but stormed into the US Information Service, so 
that I’m going... .” To this he answered reproachiully, 
“You have got such a laudable daughter, but you don’t 
know that. . . although they have acted so praiseworthily. 
Do you think anybody can do a thing like that?” 

Q. —It appears many people want to know what kind 
of personalities the arrested students are. I think you, 
their parents who brought them up, are the best judges. 

A. —(1) Hearing the radio say noisily that they are 
radical and pro-communist students, troublesome students 
who neglect their studies, 1 am simply exasperated. There 
is a saying “A bad age will make the most ardent combat- 
ants of the most temperate people.” I keenly feel the 
correctness of this saying whenever I see my juniors, 
friends of my younger brother. I cannot help wondering 
how all of them without exception are so pure of heart and 
upright. When a bright time arrives, I would like to 
publicize for all the world to see what sort of people they 
were. 

A. —(2) Chun was brought up in fairly affluent 
circumstances. Once, after she entered university, her 
father’s business ran up against a snag temporarily. Then 
she consoled her father by saying, “Papa, there are an 
awful number of poor people, you know. After all, we have 
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so far lived comfortably suffering no inconvenience. Even 
if we find ourselves in worse circutmstances, we won’t be 
disheartened. There is nothing to fear.” She is a sweet- 
tempered girl; back from school late in the evening, she 
would tell me what had passed at school in the daytime. 
They say the eldest daughter is an asset to the house. My 
daughter used to be of great help to our household. 

A. —(3) Maybe I brought up my daughter in a wrong 
way (laughter). I wanted her to be a “light of the world,” 
I little imagined she would appear before me _ in this 
shape. Hearing her say “I have done what mama taught 
me to do,” I ruminated on her words over and over again. 

A. —(4) Si Min (third-year student of the economics 
department of Seoul University, imprisoned once. After 
release from prison, representative of the Council of the 
Reinstated Students of Seoul University) told me recently, 
“Sister, if this were peaceful times, I wish I became a 
teacher. .. . I would tell the children of all what I have 
read in books. ...” I remember seeing him a few times 
in his boyhood as he was crying over a book by a curtained 
window late at night. He was a very sensitive boy and 
would be easily moved. In his early years, he would often 
come home, beaten. So, I would scold him. “Do you come 
home, licked by a girl like a fool?” Then he would reply, 
“If I strike her, she’ll feel pain.” When he was a third- 
grader at high school, Mother opened a small store to 
contribute to the support of our household. In the morning 
he used to go to school with two boxes of meal. After 
applying himself to studies in preparation for the entrance 
examination for university he would come to the store past 
midnight and pull down the shutter of the store for Mother. 
After Mother went to bed, he would leave for school to 
study again. As you see, he was so sweet to Mother. It was 
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a 50 minutes’ walk to the school. He did not ask us to buy 
him a bicycle. When I bought one for him, he was beside 
himself with joy. Even now I remember that vividly. 

Such young people with a fine sensibility are 
permitted to write letters to their home only once in a 
month. They write: 

“Time flows under the incandescent lamp which glows 
for 24 hours. A ‘thing’ that moves within the narrow empty 
Space simply ‘exists.’ The floor two-square-metre or so wide 
is probably enough for a ‘thing’ to lie on. Sensing the 
hazy white walls hemming in from four sides, the mind is 
smothered. The daytime which is marked by three meals 
passes dreamily at any rate, but sleep comes hard at night 
when thousand and one thoughts crowd through the mind 
and the head becomes dazed.” 

“Ideas bring about actions, and these actions give rise 
to new ideas. But fancy which flies 1,000 ri overnight only 
entails a headache. At the present moment devoid of any 
stimulative and any object of surging emotions, an effort 
to maintain the ideas of the past days is naturally difficult. 
I wish I could flow down noisily as the stream rushes 
down the ravine winding its way between rocks.” 

This is a letter from a torture chamber enclosed with 
white walls where an incandescent lamp glows round the 
clock. Tears came into my eyes several times while I was 
copying these words. The faces of their mothers and sisters 
must certainly have been wet with tears when they told 
these words. Have the young people in prison now over- 
come the tears and attained spiritual composure? Another 
young man wrote as follows: 

‘When I hear of those who give us kind assistance, 
I come to think calmly of the mutual concern and affection 
between human beings. If it is our desire to convert this 
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society into a land where affection and concern are shown 
for all people, I think this task must be fulfilled by 
ourselves because we have been the objects of such concern 
and affection.” 

They do not say they are persecuted, but say they are 
loved. Immaculate brotherly love is born rather under 
Oppression. Probably with this, with its warmth, they are 
going to hold out the frigid winter in the unheated cells? 
This year is also coming to an end. Have they to pass the 
year 1985 in this way when they should rage and storm? 

Their thoughts and character sprout, perhaps, from 
their actions and afflictions in this way and enable them 
to fight on in face of their own fates. I pray they remain 
healthy and beautiful. 


TORTURE AND DEATH 


Ours is a time when good people have to suffer, or 
more, they are slaughtered. On October 29, the prosecution 
announced that 26 members of the Seoul University Com- 
mittee for the Promotion of Democracy were arrested. It 
was alleged that there was the Committee for the Promo- 
tion of Democracy in Seoul University and that the stu- 
dents affiliated with it had been engaged in a pro-com- 
munist resistance movement masterminded by Kim Gun 
Tae, the leader of the Youth League for the Democratization 
Movement. And it was played up widely in the newspapers 
that three elder brothers of Kim Gun Tae had crossed over 
to the north and were even now active in north Korea and 
that there were many more in his family who had gone to 
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the north. In protest against this, the “families of the 
arrested members of the Youth League for the Democra- 
tization Movement” published a statement entitled ‘We 
Expose the Political Tricks of the Present Regime.” Here 
is a quotation from the part -of the statement which 
referred to the family of Kim Gun Tae: 

“For the purpose of branding Kim Gun Tae as pro- 
communist, the present government authorities cooked up 
the story that his elder brothers and relatives who are 
already registered as dead have gone to north Korea, and 
went to the length of making up a clumsy script as if the 
maternal uncle of his wife In Jae Gun who is now living 
honestly as a farmer has crossed over to the north. The 
murderous tortures applied to Kim Gun Tae at the Internal 
Security Headquarters were a prelude to fabricating such 
false reports. The present regime associated Kim Gun Tae 
with north Korea by faking a fact as if he had met a dead 
person. What is the meaning of his meeting with a dead 
man? As the present regime failed to find out a pro-com- 
munist inclination in Kim Gun Tae who had openly worked 
as an operative of the Youth League for the Democratiza- 
tion Movement for two years, they at last applied a 
murderous torture to him.” 

All through the summer they sought to find some pre- 
text to label the students as pro-communist and violent 
and what not under the National Security Law by trumping 
up an “incident of the Sammintu struggle committee” 
which pleads for the national integrity, democracy and 
people’s welfare. But their attempt fell a cropper. So now 
they have invented the “incident of the Committee for the 
Promotion of Democracy” in Seoul University, it seems. 
First, I would like to quote a few lines from the “editorial 
notes about the student movement—the student movement 
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is not ‘pro-communistic’”’ carried in the fourth issue (dated 
September 30) of the “News of Democracy”. which is put 
out by the Council for the Promotion of Democracy. 

“The so-called ‘Sammintu struggle committee’ defined 
as a ‘pro-communist’ organization by the government and 
announced and publicized as such through all mass media 
is a fictitious organization. This was made clear by 
chairman Pak Chan Jong of the human rights committee 
of this council at a joint meeting of the council’s standing 
committee and guidance committee on July 24. He 
represented the lawyers who undertook the cases of the 
involved students and interviewed them personally. The 
gist of the statement made by Pak Chan Jong who is a 
member of the National Assembly is as follows: 

“On July 18, the government made an_ interim 
announcement on the investigation of. the Sammintu 
struggle committee and said this committee was an actually 
existing pro-communist organization. This announcement 
is very wrong. It is said that the Minister of Justice was 
dismissed because he took issue with the present military 
junta as to this way of announcement. 

“Of the 56 persons given out as arrested this time 44 
were taken into custody earlier and are now standing their 
first trial. So only 12 are newly arrested persons... . 
People arrested by twos or threes on different charges have 
been put together in a single case. Even the lawyers were 
given a distorted idea as if the 56 persons were arrested in 
one and the same case, and so they were confused....” 

In this way all descriptions of tortures are applied to 
frame up a case. The heartrending cries of the families 
of incriminated people continue. The underwears of the 
prisoners are bloodstained from tortures, they cannot be 
sent out to their families for washing. Kim Gun Tae’s 
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wife mentioned tortures in her appeal entitled “Reporting 
about the Pains of My Husband Afflicted with Tortures at 
the Internal Security Headquarters”. She said: 

“From May 4 to 20 he was subjected to tortures ten 
times; he was bound up and put to electric, water, pepper- 
powder, salt-cramming and all other types of tortures. 
They did not let him sleep and even did not give him food 
on days when he was tortured. At first the torture 
continued for five to seven hours a day, and later when 
he was so weak as not to be able to stand the strains, it 
was reduced to three hours, he told me.” 

Newspapers reported that until November 7 when 
Kim Gun Tae was brought to trial on the charge of 
violating the National Security Law, his families and 
friends were banned from interviewing him or sending in 
books and the like to him. Well-known people are placed 
under house-arrest at the most to avoid public protest, but 
young activists are-dealt with severely to crush them 
completely. Li Ul Ho, permanent deputy chairman of the 
Youth League for the Democratization Movement, finally 
developed mental derangement and was “detained for 
medical estimation” in the Seoul Municipal Hospital. 
Here is a quotation from the appeal issued by his wife 
under the heading “Accusation against the Investigation 
through Torture Practised by the Present Regime Which 
Has Sent Li Ul Ho Insane.” 

“On September 2 he was illegally taken to the anti- 
communist branch room in Namyong-dong of the Internal 
Security Headquarters by unidentified fellows, and this 
mishap occurred on the 44th day of his detention there, we 
are told. He was tortured for 23 days by way of investi- 
gation by the men from the Internal Security Headquar- 
ters. Li Ul.Ho said, ‘No meal was given me and so I could 
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not stand it physically. Mental pain is beyond description. 
They intimidate me to extort a confession that I have been 
to north Korea.’ After he was transferred to the prosecutors 
office on September 24, he complained of pains, ‘I wake 
up with a start every night. I cannot endure physically.’ 
Nevertheless, the interrogation by the prosecutor continued 
ceaselessly every day.” 

In connection with the incident of group outrages 
perpetrated on the inmates of the Taegu prison in July, its 
warden, security section chief, officer in charge and others 
concerned were sued. The legal steps against them were 
taken by Chong Jin Gwan, one of the victims in the prison, 
through his elder brother as an attorney. The written 
accusation begins by saying: 

“From about 13:00 of July 24, 1985 to 2:00 the next 
day the accuser and 15 others serving their terms in the 
Taegu prison were dragged down into the basement of the 
security section by over 100 men comprising the shock 
unit, the guidance officer in charge and the guard unit 
and were bound up and beaten black and blue. The accuser 
had two of his teeth broken and two severely shaken. He 
got a wound in his neck which was closed with eight 
stitches. Mr. Li Ul Chol swooned three times and all of 
the 16 victims were subjected to untold outrages.” 

In spite of this the Minister of Home Affairs said in 
his reply to parliamentary interpellations that there is no 
such thing as torture. Since a law has been enacted under 
which torture is punishable, he must be brazening it out 
all the more. Even when the protesting voices of the dem- 
ocratic forces against torture are reported in the 
newspapers, they brand them as rumours. 

Protests against torture and concoction of pro-com- 
miunism cases continue. Amidst such protests by all church- 
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es, the industrial missionary association brought out a 
question like this. In the appeal of November 5 “Investi- 
gation of Democrats through Torture and the Acts of 
Framing up Pro-communism Cases Should Be Dropped at 
Once—the Position of the Korean Labour Missionary 
Council with Regard to the Case of Kim Gun Tae,” there 
is a paragraph which says, “We cannot believe for any- 
thing the government’s announcement about Kim Gun 
Tae.” Let us quote some of it here: 

“. . .According to the announcement of the govern- 
ment, Mr. Kim Gun Tae went away from his. work place 
and was engaged in liberal professions such as private 
teaching and translation. But he had done his duty as a 
worker of the Inchon Christian Municipal Industrial 
Missionary Association until September 1983 when the 
Youth League for the Democratization Movement was 
inaugurated. There is no mistake about this. How then do 
they falsely accuse him that he had run away from his 
work place and had been engaged in liberal professions? 
The government’s announcement is an obvious fiction 
which is mistaken absurdly even about unmistakable ob- 
jective facts.” 

On November 4, the “committee for the joint measures 
against tortures and fabrication of pro-communism cases” 
published an “‘appeal to the nation” and a “message to the 
human rights organizations of the world” under the joint 
signature of 262 persons including its advisers and 
members. I would like to quote the closing paragraphs 
from the appeal and the message. | 

“This committee calls upon you, the nation, to inform 
the people around you widely of such facts about tortures 
and pro-communist frame-ups and, at the same time, make 
inquiries at and lodge protests with the offices concerned, 
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and take an active part in the signature-collecting move- 
ment and various gatherings promoted under our spon- 
sorship.”’ 

“We believe that your committee will show deep in- 
terest in and solidarity with our such efforts. We expect 
you to send a fact-finding group to the Republic of Korea 
to investigate the details of the tortures and pro-communist 
irame-ups so as to directly confirm the actual state of 
aifairs. It is our belief that so long as the present regime 
is allowed to exist and indulge in tortures and pro-com- 
munist frame-ups shamelessly, the entry of the Republic 
of Korea into the International Convention of Human 
Rights is an act of deceiving the conscience of humanity 
of the whole world and will be of no help to ending tor- 
tures and concoction of pro-communism charges. We are 
convinced that your committee’s activities and our efforts 
will bear significant fruits in banishing barbaric tortures 
and suppression of thoughts from the Republic of Korea 
and the whole world and establishing ‘rights due to human 
beings”. 

I sincerely wish that our friends abroad show great 
concern and give active cooperation to us. Many people 
are grateful to the “New York Times” and “Los Angeles 
Times” for their conscientious reports about the present 
goings-on in the Republic of Korea and _ for showing 
serious concern about such repression and tortures. This is 
a streak of light streaming into the darkness. 

The “case of the Seoul University Committee for the 
Promotion of Democracy” made public on October 29 has 
been disclosed as a fake in many respects including the 
wirepulling of Kim Gun Tae. The Federation of the Popular 
Movement for Democracy and Unification - emphatically 
pointed out a few things in its statement “We denounce 
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the faked pro-communism charges against the democra- 
tization movement—in connection with the publication of 
the results of the investigation of the so-called case of the 
committee for the promotion of democracy.” The police 
said that “They did not put in writing the organization’s 
platform, allotment of duties, goal and action regulations,” 
and ascribed this to the precaution not to leave material 
evidence. But this means that a “pro-communist 
organization” was cooked up through false confessions 
extorted by means of tortures. Further, “Although it was 
made public that the committee for the promotion of dem- 
ocracy adopted the violent revolution as its method, the 
contents of the published results of the investigation give 
no fact suggesting their use of violence.” This statement 
further expressed strong question about the death of U 
Jong Won, fourth-year student of the social welfare de- 
partment of Seoul University. Performing a funeral ser- 
vice for him, 45,000 students of Seoul University held 
meetings for two days in strong protest against his death; 
they launched into a demonstration. and had skirmishes 
with the police force. The statement protested against the 
death of U Jong Won as follows: 

“Mr. U is a reinstated student who, involved in the 
movement for democratization, was arrested in November 
1983 and sentenced to three years’ prison term, which he 
served and was released on special amnesty in May 1984. 
It is incredible from a common-sense standpoint that this 
student should commit suicide simply because he was 
wanted by the police in connection with the recent case. 
And the fact that after the death of Mr. U the police and 
intelligence agency officers went to his home.in his native 
town and watched and inquired about his friends’ visits 
there can be interpreted as proof pointing to the grave 


114 


nature of the case. And we cannot but note scriously the 
attitude of the prosecution that has said not a word about 
Mr. U’s death in the publication of the results - of the 
recent investigation and connect it with the cause of his 
death. We urge them once more to make clear the cause 
of his death through an open investigation.” 

How to explain the death of U Jong Won? Can it be 
suicide, as the authorities maintain? It is alleged that he 
killed himsclf on the night of October 11 by jumping from 
a running special express train between Suwon and Taegu. 
According to his elder brother’s confirmation, he had no 
other injuries than a broken right arm and a skull frac- 
ture. One of his shoes was so small that it could hardly be 
regarded as his. The police published in the press that he 
died because of “domestic discord and isolation from his 
friends,” but it is totally ungrounded to speak of domestic 
discord. There was no reason to die. The body was 
cremated in the afternoon of October 13 without clarifi- 
cation of the cause of death, to say nothing of postmortem 
examination. The police was nervous, Such in general is 
the content of the-information the Human Rights Com- 
mittee of the New Democratic Party obtained through in- 
terviews with people concerned. At any rate, a young man 
died a mysterious death amidst the struggle for democra- 
tization. 

Song Gwang Yong, a second-year student of the law 
department of Kyongwon University, who was mentioned 
last month died in the early morning of October 21. It is 
“another young life offered on the altar of democracy”. 
He left behind his last wish addressed to his friends and 
juniors in the same university. It was closed with these 
words: “I am not sorry for my short life, but there are too 
many things to be regreted. I have a troubled conscience 
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for things left unfulfilled.” The students set up an incensce- 
burner stand, but it was forcibly removed by orders of the 
authorities. So the beautiful souls die out and the grudges 
of the people of this country grow larger and larger. 


SOME PROSPECTS 


It seems to be the strategy and tactics of the students 
{o seize important establishments and thereby to drama- 
tize the sitttation. Their actions are well-organized without 
exception. In November alone, they occupied the Seoul 
office of the US Chamber of Commerce and Industry on 
the 4th, the headquarters of the New Village Movement on 
the 6th, the local offices of the Labour Ministry in Suwon 
and Kwangju on the 12th and 13th respectively and the 
Central Political Training Institute of the Democratic 
Justice Party in Kangdong Ward of Seoul on the 18th. 
When such incidents take place, the students stage large- 
scale demonstrations in support of them. Thus, the student 
movement is systematically organized and deepened 
ideologically, too. The arrested students are tortured 
mercilessly and sentenced to heavy penalties. 

And how is it that America and Japan give support 
to this club-law machine which has neither an orthodox 
nor a rational character? Such headings as “It’s High 
Time to Drop One-sided Love for America,” “We Should 
Change Our Angle of View in Relation to America” or 
“US Diplomacy with Its ‘Allied Authoritarian State” 
frequently catch our eyes in the newspapers now..Then it 
must be said that the students’ criticism of the United 
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States shows their pioneer-like foresight. It is fully possible 
that this protest may be directed against Japan. The ex- 
pression “a government saddled with foreign debts at the 
beck and call of America and Japan” is a catchphrase 
passing between many people, it can be said. 

Concerning the dialogue with the north, the Youth 
League for the Democratization Movement warns: 

“Ts it not that the idea of north-south dialogue is not 
meant for national reunification but is rather aimed at 
advertising it as a feat of the Chon government which has 
no support of the nation nor an orthodox nature? Let us 
remember the history of the days following the publication 
of the July 4, 1972 north-south joint statement when the 
Yushin dictatorship and long retention of power were 
plotted for.” 

Let me close my report of today by adding the com- 
ments of a few of my seniors and friends on the present 
situation. 

“The young people think that all these misfortunes 
have been caused by the United States. The Chon Du Hwan 
clique is advertising that the south Korea-US relations 
are at their best in spite of an economic friction. It is a 
common knowledge that these south Korea-US relations 
have no substance to speak of other than US support to 
the Chon regime. From this spring the young people's 
theory on south Korea’s subordination to the United 
States, their criticism of capitalism and advocacy of north- 
south reunification. How can the United States be called 
a friendly nation of ours? It is only friendly to the club- 
law government. Anyway, the Chon Du Hwan clique is 
helpless to deal with the north-south relations, forthcoming 
Olympic Games and other delicate problems on hand, and 
maybe this is why they are appealing to the mercy of the 
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United States to find a way out. This is perhaps carrying 
the matter too far. But I believe that the United States, 
too, has no more intention to back the Chon junta. The 
leaflet distributed recently by the Youth League for the 
Democratization Movement. has these words: ‘Seen all 
over in the streets are black cards, blue cards, police, 
police and police... . Many people are arrested, arrested 
and arrested every day no matter whether they be workers, 
students or democrats. .. .’ The young people say, ‘If:the 
Chon Du Hwan regime does not fall quickly, everyone of 
the people should choose between the two alternatives— 
to become a cop or a prisoner.’ This sentiment arouses a 
great sympathy from the’ nation. Such is the state of al- 
fairs in south Korea which the United States regards as the 
most advanced anti-communist bulwark. 

“The students’ resistance to the Chon Du Hwan clique 
and the people’s contempt and negation of them tend only 
to grow. All the nation are only thinking of how to ensure 
their own safety.” 

“The Chon Du Hwan group will leave no stone 
unturned to keep holding the reins of power as long as 
they could. The Democratic Justice Party never yields even 
a point in suppressing the people’s aspirations. Because 
they think concession will lead to their fall. Feeling 
uneasy, they indulge in irregularities. 

“The press repeatedly refer to dialogue. But when 
absurdities are forced by dint of violence, there can never 
be a dialogue. They talk of dialogue because they are 
afraid of united action by the New Democratic Party and 
the democratic forces. At. present the patroned fass 
media, taking advantage of the nation’s desire to survive 
safely, are serving the dialogue policy imposed by the 
Chon junta by force of arms, and playing a part in pro- 
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pagandising that the students are turning radical and 
violent. But this will soon lose its appeal to the nation. 
Since the people are inclined to regard as enemies and 
contempt those fellows who collaborate with them, the 
Chon Du Hwan clique is quite helpless.” 

“It can be said that they make excessive use of the 
question of dialogue with the north politically, the nation 
have become indifferent. Even the young. people who advo- 
cate national reunification turn away from it.” 

“T sometimes think that since the Chon Du Hwan 
clique is doomed to fall, we should anticipate matters that 
will follow. The United States is going to explain the 
distress of south Korea by economic and social factors, but 
that kind of historical or social science has already ceased 
to exist, hasn’t it? People are apt to attribute the distress 
of south Korea, first of all, to those people who governed 
or especially misgoverned the country. Politics after 
August 15, 1945 and also after the April 19, 1960 revolu- 
tion have all failed. And there is no guaranteeing that this 
failure will not be repeated in the future.” 

Will the dark night recede and the day dawn only 
after so many sacrifices? 
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